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By Swami Sivananda 


All about Hinduism - The best extant test-book in theory and practice. Rs. 40/- 
Parables of Sivananda - Subtle spiritual truths conveyed through the potent 
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Sivananda. Rs.25/- 
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of Truth. Rs. 30/- 
Tantra Yoga, Nada Yoga & Kriya Yoga - These three isolated themes are 

seperately dealt by the saintly author in his characteristically lucid but 

comprensive manner intelligible even to a layman. Rs. 45/- 
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Festivals. Rs. 25/- 
Yoga In Daily Life - One of the earliest writings of the author. outlining. the 
fundamentals of all the well-known Yoga techniques and methods of mind 
control, Most valuable introduction to the beginner. А Rs. 25/- 
Ananda Gita = Essence of Yoga Sadhana given in a most practical manner. — Rs. 25/- 
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UNLIKE ITS NAME 
BIRLA JUTE & INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
15 NOT LIMITED TO JUTE ALONE 


Even though Birla Jute & Industries Limited started 
operations as a jute company, it has diversified into 
cement, textile yarn. carbide and industrial gases, 

linoleum and vinoleum floor coverings, auto trim 
parts and steel casting with great success. Clearly 
then, at Birla Jute & Industries Limited, the 


opportunities are truly limitless. 
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an iat: waa aq (eng. | 
Let noble thoughts come to us from every side S =) 
— Rigveda, 1-89-i 0777 














Namah shaantaaya ghoraaya moodhaaya gunadharmine 
Nirviseshaaya saamyaaya namo jnaanaghanaaya cha 


Hail to Him (Vishnu) who, having adopted the 
characteristics of the three modes of Prakriti, severally 
appears as serene, dreadful and infatuated, but is really 
devoid of difference and serene (saamya) in every respect 
| Hail to Him who is a mass of consciousness: 


— Srimad Bhagavatam 
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| Dr. Меејат Запјма Reddy 





advised те to avoid ап 
crowds.However, my wife and | 
visited the bereaved family at 
Bangalore the following day. 
Sanjiva Reddy and | were intimate 
friends - more than that our two 
families were very close to each 
other. We feel that we have lost 
a member of our family. 
Sanjiva Reddy was born in a 
farmer's family just like me. He 
was three years junior to me in 
age. He leftAnantapur Government 
College, where he was studying, 
in 1931, when he was hardly 
eighteen to join Mahatma Gandhi's 
satyagraha movement. He was one 
of the two rising stars from Andhra; 
the other was Bezwada Gopala 
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Reddy who was my jail-mate in 
1931 in the Vellore Central Jail. 
Shri Gopala Reddy became the 
youngest minister in Rajaji's 
cabinet in 1937. Sanjiva Reddy 
became the Joint Secretary of the 
Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee when he was hardly 25. 
| struck a good relationship with 
both of them. Gopala Reddy is 
fortunately with us, nearing his 
ninetieth year. 

Sanjiva Reddy and | were 
colleagues in the Constituent 
Assembly having been elected by 
the members of the Madras 
Legislative Council in 1946. In 
1949, Reddy became a Minister 
in the Kumaraswami Raja cabinet 
in the composite State of Madras. 
A great personal tragedy befell him. 
His young son, who was returning 
from school, was run over by a 
bus at Santhome in Madras. He 
could not bear this loss of a dear 
son; so he resigned his 
ministership and returned to 
Anantapur. 

The year 1951 was an eventful 
one for Sanjiva Reddy when he 
defeated Prof. N.G. Ranga and 
became the President of theAPCC. 
Unfortunately, he got defeated in 
the general election in 1952 but 
he played a crucial role IN 
persuading Rajaji to accept the 
Chief Ministership of the Madras 
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=: i n the Congress party was 
= а тез іп forming а ministry; 
24 " did not have à majority in the 
: Aes mbly though it was the single 
| ег party. Reddy approached 
aja and requested him to accept 
ie leadership of the Macrae 
Congress Legislature Party, Rajaji 
told Reddy that he had the support 
he Andhra PCC but did not know 

E. her he had the support of the 
DE: Nadu Congress Committee 
maraj, Who was TNCC 
ident, had not approached him 
pra similar request. Sanjiva 
87 ersuaded Kamaraj; and 
| E 5 to Rajaji 10 express his 
‘took him Rajaji's leadership. 


ort id the Chief Minister 























and his ministry's performance, in 
which | happened to be the Finance 
and Education Minister, are now 
part of history. 

After the formation of Andhra 
as a separate State, Sanjiva Reddy 
successfully contested a bye- 
election to the Andhra Assembly 
and became Deputy Chief Minister 
under T. Prakasam. Later, he 
became the Chief Minister in the 
enlarged Andhra Pradesh with the 
inclusion of territories belonging to 
Hyderabad. He did not complete 
the full term as Jawaharlal Nehru 
inducted him as the President of 
the Indian National Congress. D. 
Sanjivayya, who was my cabinet 
colleague in Rajaji’s Madras 











TIS Kumaraswami Raja =) 
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ministry, succeeded Sanjiva Reddy, 
as the first Scheduled Caste Chief 
Minister. 

Sanjiva Reddy returned as Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh after 
the 1962 general elections but he 
resigned in 1964 following some 
remarks made against him by the 
High Court in a case relating to 
the nationalisation of all bus routes 
in Andhra. We all tried to dissuade 
him from resigning as we 
considered that there was no moral 
turpitude invclved as the 
judgement was based on a 
technical ground. But he wanted 
to set an example to others that, 
when one's bonafides were 
suspected, even though wrongly, 
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Lal Bahadur Shastri | 

one should not continue in a 
responsible political post. How 
many among the present politicians 
are prepared to observe this high | 
principle. In spite of damning | 
indictments by the courts, 
politicians choose to ignore them 
and continue in office. Reddy was | 
a politician of the type of Lal 4 
Bahadur Shastri. Lal Bahadur | 

Shastri set a wholesome precedent | 
when he resigned as Union Railway | 
Minister owning moral T 
responsibility for the Ariyalur train E 
disaster. em ~ 4 

Lal Bana А " 

[EE the Prime Minister > 
following the death of Panditil, 
Sanjiva Reddy became Union 
diese Ја 
BN 


dur Shastri 
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Minister for Steel, the portfolio 


which was held by me in Nehru's 
cabinet. | became Minister for 
Agriculture and had the opportunity 
of launching the ‘Green 
Revolution'. : 

1969 was a fateful year for the 
Indian National Congress. 


-Nijalingappa was the Congress 


NU LET MALA uev 
Alas 
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president. The Parliamentary 
Board of the Congress had to 
choose the candidate for the Union 
Presidentship. Against the wishes 
of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
who wanted to nominate Jagjivan 
Ram for the Presidentship, the 
Parliamentary Board selected 
'Sanjiva Reddy with four members 
supporting and three dissenting. 
The contest for Presidentship was 
mainly between the Congress- 
nominated Reddy and V.V. Giri, 
who resigned his vice 
Presidentship to Ep | е 
election as an Depende e in 
filing his nomination pr mo 

residentship of the Repu ic, 
ESI had to resign his 

eakership of the Lok Sabha. 
аа Gandhi's volte face in calling 
A conscience vote by the 
n n of Parliament and 
| plies, after having proposed 
Aul signed the nomination 
CAE У peddy created ап 
dented situation. Indiraji 
all her followers to vote 


Kamaraj 





for Giri as she did not want an 
antagonistic person as President. 

Just before the election, | found 
the position weak for Reddy as 
Giri was gaining ground every day. 
| met:Reddy and told him about 
my assessment of the situation and 
suggested to him that it might be 
better if he withdrew from the 
contest protesting against the 
Prime Minister’s action in working 
against him after proposing his 
name in the nomination papers. 
Reddy was inclined to accept my 
suggestion but | told him to consult 
Kamaraj before taking the final 
decision. Kamaraj took the stand 
that | was misleading Reddy and 
asked him to go to sleep and they 
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would see to the success of Reddy. 
Thus Reddy ultimately had to face 
a defeat. This was the beginning 
of the split in the Congress. Thus 
сате into existence Congress 
(Organization) and Congress 
(Ruling). Reddy was in Congress 
(O). | was in Congress (R). But 
our relationship continued as before. 
But Reddy was destined to 
occupy the high office of the 
**Presidentship of India. In 1977 
general elections the Congress got 
defeated. Sanjiva Reddy was the 
lone Janata candidate from A.P. 
to be elected to the Lok Sabha. 
Everybody expected him to be 
included in Morarji’s cabinet but 
it did not happen. He was again 
made the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. When the election for 
Presidentship came after the 
untimely death of Fakruddin Ali 
Ahmed, Sanjiva Reddy was 
unanimously elected the President 
of India. So far Reddy is the only 
President by unanimous choice. 
It was unfortunate that he 
became a cancer patient-lung 
cancer. He had a major operation 
done in U.S.A. and was able to 
get on with his job as President. 
After his retirement, he had to 
undergo another operation for 
ESSE = SA medical 
lon. He was 
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finding this difficult at Anantapur 
where he wanted to settle down 
in his own home. So he decided 
to shift to Bangalore. The hiring 
of a bungalow in Bangalore was 
beyond his means. The Karnataka 
Government under Shri 
Ramakrishna Hegde was good 
enough to place a convenient 
bungalow at his disposal. He was 
put in an embarrassing position 
when there were objections to the 
allotment of the building. It was 
at this stage a Central legislation 
was enacted to provide a suitable 
accommodation for retiring 
Presidents. 

When we visited the bereaved 
family there was a talk about the 
future of Smt. Reddy. Of course 
her son, Dr. Sudhir Reddy is bound 
to take care of her. But should 
the widow of a President not be 
provided for so that she might not 
be dependent on others? This 15 
a matter which the Government 
of India should consider and make 
some provision for the Presidents 
wife after her husband's death. 

Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, hailing 
from a rural agricultural family, 
giving up his education, joining the 
freedom movement under the 
inspiration of Mahatma conch ore 
rising step-by-step to the hig es 
office in independent India, n 
happen only in democratic polity 
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like India. The Mahatma made men 
out of dust. How true! 

Sanjiva Reddy was very closely 
associated with the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan for several decades. Like 
Rajaji, Dr. Rajendra Babu, Dr. Zakir 
Hussain, Pandit Jawaharlalji and 
Sardar Patel, all of whom he greatly 
admired and revered. Reddy also 
belonged to the select galaxy of 
distinguished Honorary Members 
of the Bhavan. ! had the privilege 
of participating in the Special 
Convocation of the Bhavan when 

orar 
E redd С ја at the Central 
Bhavan on December 19, 1980. 


Membership was : 


A special Sanjiva Reddy issue 
of the 'Bhavan's Journal' will soon 
be published. Besides highlighting 
his participation in various activities 
of the Bhavan in India and abroad, 
it will also carry homage to him 
from some of his eminent friends 
and colleageus. 

The country has lost a 
distinguished son belonging to the 
generation of freedom-fighters and 
| an intimate friend and 


distinguished colleague. 


C. Subramaniam 
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karma, an Ayurvedic method of 
nasal passage, The resultant effect is the 
relief of heaviness of the head 


Vaidyaratnam 





ith an air of disbelief, Because the things 
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THE VOICE 
OF THE 


BUDDHA 


Prof. S. Jagadisan 





eated on the lotus 
flower, calm and 
impassive, above 

= passion and desire, 
beyond the storm and strife of this 
world, so far away he seems, out 
of reach, unattainable. Yet again we 
look and behind those still, unmoving 
features, there is a passion and an 
emotion, strange and more powerful 
than the passions and emotions we 
have known. His eyes are closed, 
but some power of the spirit looks 
out of them and a vital energy fills 
the frame. The ages roll by and 
Buddha seems not so far away after 
all; his voice whispers in our ears 
and tells us not to run away from 
the struggle, but calm-eyed, to face 
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_ wives Maya and Praj 





it and to see in life even dm 
opportunities for growth D 
advancement” — Pandit Jawaharla 
Nehru in The Discovery of India. 
“Buddha belongs to the 
history of world's DUE n 
the general inheritance oi a 


i men.” 
ша - Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. 


Buddha was born on the Ede 
day in the month of wel Wo 
B.C.) in a royal family. Hm sd 
Suddhodana of the Sakya a Ne 
the King of Kapilavatsu. He 


sisters. Buddha was born oe 
in Lumbini, on the Neo 
one hundred miles north Rr M 
His original name was SIC 








Seven days after his birth, Maya 
died and the child was brought u 

by Prajapati. The King's astrologers 
predicted that Siddharta "would 
bring deliverance to the world" and 
command the world's reverence. 
Even when young he was given 
to solitude and introspection. One 
day, a swan which had been pierced 
with an arrow, fell at his feet. 
Siddharta, overflowing with 
compassion at the sight of the silent 
suffering of the swan, removed the 


arrow and nursed the bird. His. 


cousin Devadatta who had shot the 
bird claimed it. Siddharta refused 
[to part with it on the ground that 
'one who saves a life has greater 
claim on it than the one who tries 
to destroy it’ 

Siddharta married his cousin 
Yasodhara and had a son Rahul 
by her. The prediction that he would 
turn an ascetic and world saviour 
disturbed Suddhodana who did not 
want his prince son to lose the 
pleasures of worldly life. He tried 
to keep all unpleasant sights and 
depressing experiences out of his 
son's view. But his efforts in this 
direction were of no avail. Sights 
of suffering, disease, old age, and 
death pressed themselves on 
Siddharta's attention. Then began 
his enquiry into the cause and origin 
of sorrow. 

He was haunted by thoughts of 
human misery, and deep within he 


felt he ission to fulfil. He 
experienced a severe conflict 
between his mission for mankind 
and his love of his young wife and 
tender child. He resolved the conflict 
by deciding to renouce the world 
and its allurements. He then set 
out on his quest for the truth about 
human suffering. He met a number 
of learned people and questioned 
them about the problem of human 
Sorrow which exercised his mind. 
He undertook a long and severe 
penance under an Aswatha tree in 
Gaya. In the course of his penance, 
he fought and conquered Mara, the 
evil one, who held out the temptation 
lo return to worldly life. The tree 
under which he attained illumination 
is called the Bodhi tree and 
Siddharta came to be called the 
Buddha, the Enlightened One. 
The Buddha preached his first 
Sermon at Sarnath. (Lumbini, the 
Place of his birth, Buddha Gaya, 
Samath and Kushinara where he 
shed his body are pilgrim centres, 
Sanctified by their association with 
the Buddha). Не јаја emphasis on 
the Middle Path—avoidance of 
extreme Self-indulgence and 
extreme self-mortification, "One ÍS 
the life of pleasure from which he 
Who leads a religious life must 


abstain; it is base, ignoble, 
HIN The other is a life of 
Mortification: it is lo rih 

unreal". e neis 


Four Truths he 
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enunciated are the existence of 
sorrow, the cause of sorrow, the 
cessation of sorrow and the. path 
leading to the conquest of sorrow. 
Panch Sheela, the five rules of 
conduct, abstinence from injury, 
stealing, wrongful induigence, 
falsehood and -intoxicants and the 
Eightfold Path —right understanding, 
right thought, right speech, right 
action, right living, right effort, right 
mindfulness and right contemplation 


form the cornerstone of Buddha's 
ethical teaching. The three lines of 
prayer addressed to him. Buddham 
saranam gacchami, Dhammam 
saranam gacchami, Sangham 
saranam gacchami are called the 
triratnas—three jewels. 

The Buddha was an apostle of 
peace, love and non-violence. His 
teachings are valid and relevant in 
a world steeped in hatred, violence, 
suspicion and prejudice. 


The world today is wild with the delirium of hatred, 


the conflicts are cruel and unceasing 


crooked are its paths, tangled its bonds of greed.. 


Man's heart is anguished with the fever of unrest 


with the poison of self-seeking 


O serene, O Free 


In thine immeasurable mercy and goodness, 


wipe away all dark stains from the heart of this earth. 


— Rabindranath Tagore 
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The Great Centenarian Kanchi 

Poojyasri Paramacharya 

Swamiji, is the direct 
descendant of Bhagavan Sri. 
$ Govinda Deekshithar 

A. 5 ADVAITHA VIDYACHARYA 
To PUE MAHARAJA SAHEB 
SRI GOVINDA DEEKSHITHAR PUNYA SMARANA SAMITHI (REGD) 
OFFICE : NO. 42 KAMAKSHI JOSIER STREET, KUMBAKONAM 612 001. TAMIL NADU, INDIA 
; AN APPEAL FOR МЕРА RAKSHANA à 

THE RAJA VEDA KAVYA PATASALA KUMBAKONAM, was founded, in the year 1542 
by the illustrious Statesman-Administrator-Saint-Advaita Vidyacharya Maharaja Saheb Sri 
GOVINDA DEEKSHITHAR, who was the Chief Minister to the three successive Naick rulers 
of Tanjore, viz. SEVAPPA, ACHUTHAPPA & RAGHUNATHA NAICKA, on the southem 
banks of the sacred River Cauvery, for the Spread of Vedas and Sastras. It has continued 
to pull through nearly five centuries in spite of adverse circumstances, This is the only 
PATASALA in Tamil Nadu and perhaps in the whole of India, where all the THREE VEDAS 
Rig, Yajur and Sama are taught under one roof. 

The Vidyarthis undergo training, for a period. of seven to 
free boarding, lodging and clothing etc. The Patasala h 
a syllabus for the study of Vedas and following it. 

On account of various circumstances, the tenants of 
paying the rent for the past several years and ће 
very difficult financial period. There are now 130 Vidyarthis in this patasala. The donations 
received from a few philanthropists and the annual grant disbursed by the Government of 
India are not sufficient to meet the growing expenses of the patasala. To overcome this 
problem, we have introduced Samaradhana Scheme. 

An Endowment of Rs.5000/- or Rs. 7,500/- or Rs, 10,000/- as per Menu could be made 
‘in favour of the Samithi and the interest income could be Utilised for feeding the Vidyarthis 
ona day specified by the donor. This amount would be invested in fixed deposit at maximum | - 
rate of interest. Those unable to make this endowment can as Well send Rs, 500/- or Rs. 


750/- or Rs. 1000/-, as per Menu, and bear the expenses of the Р and 
they can fix any day for feeding the Vidyarthis, atasala for one day 
ALL COMMUNICATIONS AND DON 


О DONA Y 
MAY PLEASE BE SENT ТО THa ONS BY CROSSED DD 


> HE AB 
BANK OF INDIA S.B. Alc No. 451 or UCO BANK s p СУЕ ADDRESS 


c No. :B. Alc No. 5094, KUMBAKONAM 
MAY VEDA MATHA BLESS YOU ALLI 


ten years, and they are given 
as got the unique credit of printing 


the patasala's lands have not been 
nce the patasala is passing through a 
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mong the three major 

Schools of Vedanta 

philosophy, the Advaita of 

Sri Sankara considers 
Brahman to be Nirguna i.e., 
formless and attributeless while the 
other two schools of thought viz., 
Visistadvaita propounded by Sri 
Ramanuja and Dvaita Originated by 
Sri Madhvacharya consider 
Brahman as Saguna with an 
Aprakrita (Divine and non-wordly) 
form of its own full of auspicious 
attributes without any tinge of 
blemish. All the three philosophies 
of Vedanta have based their 


conclusions on the same three 


scriptural_texts Collectively called 

asthanathrayee consisting of 
Upanishads, Gita and Vedanta 
Sutras. These schools also accept 
that meditation on Brahman is the 
only path to gain knowledge about 
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Concept of Brahman 
in Vedanta | 


P. Govindarajan 











it which can facilitate obtention of 
release. Scriptures declare AS is 
the meditation so is the result’. In 
order to practise meditation In a 
right manner itis absolutely essent à : 
for ihe seekers after truth to hav 


a very clear knowledge of RENE n 
which is the object on which = 
should focus their attention to g 


one-pointed concentration 1N 
meditation. ; 
danta 1S 

Unfortunately, 18 er 


it 

enerally equated wit : 

anyone Nido the view и n 
Advaita point of view of 


ideas «~ | 
is the only right one and the ide | 


мед 
of the other Acharyas who follow 


him are wrong may i 
ial, subjective pr s 

our the subject. Similarly, 

say that the sub E 


re right and ua 
ed may also be fallacious 





may smack of prejudice. One should 
take a balanced view weighing all 
facts before arriving at any 
conclusion about Brahman. An 
attempt in this direction has been 
made in the following paragraphs. 

As meditation on ane m 
Brahman may be very difficult in 
the initial stages, the Advaita 
philosophy advocates the two 
Brahman concept, the Apara or 
2 Saguna Brahman considered as the 
lower Brahman and the Para or 
Nirguna Brahman which is the 
Supreme or highest Brahman. 
Visistadvaita and Dvaita, however, 
do mot accept the compromise of 
two Brahmans, one lower and the 
other higher as Brahman is 
"Ekameva  Advitiyam" i.e. an 
indivisible one without a second. 
The Advaita philosophy contends 
that Para Brahman is formless and 
attributeless on the basis of the 
principle that if contradicto 
statements are made in reg 
one and the same obj 
statement which appeajé later in 
point of time should accepted 
as it could represent the more 
refined and better considered view 
on the subject. 

As far as the Upanishads are 
concerned the chronology and the 
sequence of the various Upanishads 
is not known with any degree of 
certainty. Further, the principle of 




































t, the 














acceptance of later view may hold 
good only in respect of beliefs held 
by an individual in his life time and 
the same cannot be extended to 
the spiritual experiences intuited by 
different upanishadic sages at 
different points of time. In this 
connection, it is worth recalling here 
the words of Mahatma Gandhi: 


“In my search after Truth I have 
discarded many ideas and learnt 
Many new things. Old as Lam 
age, | have no feeling that ! 
have ceased to grow inwardly or 
that my growth will stop at the 
dissolution of the flesh. What ! 
am concerned with is my 
readiness to obey the call of 
Truth, my God, from moment to 
moment and, therefore, when 
anybody finds any inconsistency, 
between any two writings of mine; 
if he has still faith in my sanity, 
he would do well to choose the 


later of the two on the same 
subject.” 


Senses and mind fall far short 
( Words to express the 
expressible and the human 
Intellect which has its limitations 
Cannot gauge the inner depths of 
the mystical experiences intuited bY 
highly evolved and pious souls. 
Brahman has been described in the 
Upanishads in mutually 


of 


te D 
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e been classified 
contradictory terms as far and near, em pues viz., Yoga 
moving and unmoving, with rns upanishads, Vaishnava upanishads, 
and formless. Saguna (wit Ку my upanishads and Sakta 
attributes) and 4 Nirguna a shada Many A os 

е i- otthis,  upanishads. y у 
СА ари à; be sectarian in character advocating 
not this) etc. Опехпав, thertore; the worship of a particular God or 
to reconcile these mutually opposite 4 the Supreme Being. 
views to gain clarity on the subject. deity as from ten principal 
Even the Acharyas who have ko seem to find a place 
recorded detailed commentaries on upanisha pu ms of Vedanta Sutras 
Vedanta Sutras and were great inthe QR Sutras which teach 
intllectual giants are not in ог the Bra ME a or knowledge 
agreement with each other on the the Brahma E y 
nature of Brahman. about Brahma co. raced 

What is Brahman? This question Often the q rder for the author 
is answered by the second aphorism whether it was ie tras to use ten 
of Vedanta Sutras which describes of the Brahma iod upanishads 
Brahman as the Being from whom of the hundred ant ht have been in 
proceed the creation, sustenance many of which r e when these 
and destruction of the universe. To existence at the mE develop 
the question whether Brahman is —terse and pithy ajin 
one or many, the emphatic answer a coherent and ¢ anishads were 
provided by the Vedas is “Ekam Sat, philosophy of the up hold the view 
Vipra Bahuda Vadanti" i.e., Reality written by him. Some re the only 
is One only but wise call it by many that these ten ae have been 
names. The third question in regard  upanishads that Bee when the 
to Brahman is, what is the nature in existence at the lated. A few 
of this Brahman? This question is Sutras were formu to the second 
answered differently by the different others draw decr Sutras and 
upanishads and there is no chapter of the Macr do refer 
consensus or unanimity of view in point out that the ian deities like 
this regard. ‘sto worship of sectari tra and Sakta 

Though there are more than a Pasupatha, Pancha Madhwacharya 
hundred upanishads, only about a! (referred to only БУ and с 
dozen are considered as very old| in his commentary) the sectarian 
and so authoritative. Many of the| that at least some as been in 
Upanishads which аге believed to | upanishads must 
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Om Sri Venkatesaya Namaha 
NAVAJEEVAN BLIND RELIEF CENTRE 
(Free Home For The Blind And Aged) 
Saptagiri Ashram, P.O. Tiruchanur, Tirupati-517503. 








Blessed Donors! 
Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, Tirupati is a Secular Charitable 
Social Service Organisation, recognised by Government of India, serving 
the needy, especially for the Blind children since 1979. It is located 
at the abode of Lord Sri Balajee Venkateswara, Tirupati. 


Seeking Support please do help by contributing liberally for 
conducting the following services. 


(1) ANNADAN SCHEME - Daily poor feeding for the Blind Children/ 
Orphans/Aged. 

(2) ASHRAYADAN SCHEME - providing permanent shelter to the 
Blind children/Aged and Tirupati visiting devotees. 


(3) NETRADAN SCHEME - proposed Free Eye Hospital with Eye 
Bank (Sri Balaji Venkateswara Netralaya) . - i 









Contributions above Rs. 5000/- to Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, 
Tirupati for the above schemes are eligible for 10095 Tax relief 
under section 35AC of Income Tax Act. 











_ Your contribution may be sent by cross 
favour of 'Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre; 
Bank in Tirupati. 


ed cheque/DD drawn in 
Tirupati, payable at any 


"OM SRI VENKATESHA" 

i _ Swamy K. Sridhar Acharya 
Mr. S.S. Mani Founder/President. 
Co-ordinator Я 
Fund Raising Committee, 
Bombay 
\ Tel No: 4095105 








= least some of the 


existence at the time when the 
Vedanta Sutras were written. In their 
view the intention of the author of 
these Sutras seems to have been 
to highlight the philosophical aspects 
of the upanishads to refute the ideas 
of the rival schools of thought. That 
is the reason the author has drawn 
quotations from only such of the 
upanishads which were highly 
philosophical and ignored the 
remaining upanishads which 
propagated religious or sectarian 
ideas. Some say that the use of 
ten upanishads only add to 
confusion and the author could have 
confined himself to two or three of 


the major upanishads to prove his 
point. 


Vaishnava Upanishads 


TheAcharyas who have recorded 
detailed commentaries on the 
Vedanta Sutras have drawn 
quotations from some other 
Upanishads like Svetesvatara, 
Kaushitaki, Subaloba etc., in support 
of their interpretation of the Vedanta 
Sutras which looks sectarian in 
character. At this point of time it 
NRI Very difficult to say 
iso cub of the sectarian 
De S were in existence at the 
ras a Vedanta Sutras were 
ens . oever from the refutation 

me sects it appears that at 


other upanishads 
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could have been in existence which 
might not have deliberately been 


taken cognizance of by the author 


of Vedanta Sutras. This view is 
further strengthened by the fact that 
the commentators quote Gita as the 
Smriti referred to in some of the 
Sutras and Pancharatra Адата 
referred to in the Narayaniya Section 
of Mahabharata must have been 
in existence when ihe Vedanta 
Sutras were written, as a mention 
of it is made in the Sutras 
themselves. There is a distinct 
possibility that at least some of the 
Vaishnava upanishads which are 
based on the Pancharatra Agamas 
might have been in existence at that 
time. ; 
Sri Ramanuja and following him 
the other Acharyas like Мадћуа, 
Nimbarka, Vallabha, Sri Chaitanya 


d 
bhu etc., have all favoure 
aue of Brahman. 


the Saguna concept 
Th aan rity of те P “as hes 
upanishads seem to descri 
brahman more as of Saguna om 
with auspicious attributes as o 
be seen from the following p = 
Isavasyopanishad іпа 5191! E 
passage says тарата дос 
Roopam Разуатг- г uw. 
revelation of most auspiciou 
hman. 
аа declares Vo 
Brahman assumed m E s 
Yaksha and appeared be? 
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Agni and Vayu which goes to prove 
that Brahman can take any form. 
jKenopanishad also describes 
Brahman as "Tad Vanaman" or the 
one who is to be loved and 
worshipped. 

Kathopanishad says that beyond 
the Avyakta (unmanifest) is the 
Purusha and there is nothing higher 
than the Purusha. The Purusha 
referred to in this upanishad seems 
to be the Purusha of the Purusha 
Sukta in Rig Veda. In fact this is 
the only upanishad which says 
specifically that the human journey 
is for attaining the most coveted 
end of “Vishnor Yat Paramam 
Padam" i.e., the: Abode of Lord 
Vishnu. 

Mundaka upanishad describes 
the Viswa Roopa form of Brahman 
which tallies with the description of 
Purusha in Purusha Sukta. A 
reference to Purusha is also made 
in the Kathopanishad. 

Mundaka upanishad also says 
“Ananda Roopam Amritam" 
- — referring to the blissful and eternal 
: form of Brahman. 

Prasnopanishad in reply to the 
sixth question says Purusha is the 
one with all the sixteen qualities 
and this Purusha is the same as 
the one described in the Purusha 
Sukta hymn in Rig Veda. 

Taittiriya upanishad says that 
Brahman has qualities like Satyam, 


into Bah 
Roin ^ 





woof T 
ee a te 






kang 


Jnanam, Anantham. This indicates 
that Brahman is not Nirguna or 
attributeless. It also says 
"Aanandam Brahma" i.e., Brahman 
is Bliss. 

Chandogya upanishad describes 
Brahman as the Golden Person in 
the Sun with lotus eyes. 

Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad 
describes Brahman as "Tejomayo 
Amrita Maya Purushaha" i.e., 
effulgent and immortal Purusha. 

In Svetesvatara the Mumukshu 
or the aspirant after release 
Surrenders himself to the Supreme 
Being who revealed the Vedas to 
Brahma. 

The above represents a few 
prominent passages which provide 
Significant hints about the nature 
of Brahman most of which bear 
close affinity to the Purusha of the 
Purusha Sukta in Rig Veda which 
IS considered the most ancien! 
among the Vedas. In fact, the 
Purusha Sukta is found in all the 
four Vedas and is considered а5 
their quintessence. Srimad 
Bhagavad Gita collects relevant 
Passages from various upanishads 
and provides a comprehensive 
Picture of Brahman in the following 
Words in Verse 9 of Chapter VIII 

_ He who contemplates on the all- 
wise ageless Being, the Ruler о _ 
all, subtler than the subtle, the _ 
universal Sustainer, possessing 2 
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form beyond human conception Creator whereas the bad and the 
refulgent like the sun andfarbeyond ugly represent the perverse and 
the darkness of ignorance". devilish aspects of the world. The 
As far as Sri Ramanuja Jj upanishadic passages convey to Sri 
concerned the Brahman ofthe Ramanuja and the other theistic 
upanishads is the Purusha of philosophers a form of Brahman 
Purusha Sukta, Narayana of. which is most beautiful, effulgent, 
Narayana Sukta, Vishnu of Vishnu divine and devoid of any 
Sukta, Vasudeva of Pancharatra imperfection. The word Brahman, 
Agamas, Lord Sri Rama of according to Sri Ramanuja is derived 
Ramayana, Lord Krishna of Srimad | from Brihat which means great, 
Bhagavad Gita and Bhagvan of the | expansive etc., and so the Supreme 
Vishnu Purana. For him as also for .| Being shou e the greatest in 
the other theistic philosophers who © terms of form, qualities etc., and 
followed him, the Sarveshvara or it cannot be otherwise. 
the Supreme Lord of the religion As earlier stated, before 
is the Brahman of the upanishads. embarking on meditation, the seeker 
In his very first verse inSriBhashya, should possess а thorough 
Sri Ramanuja says “Sruti Sirassi knowledge of the nature of the goal 
Vidipte Brahmani Srinivase"i.e. the һе seeks to achieve. All admit that 
light which shines on the top of meditation onthe formless Brahman 
Srutis is Lord Srinivasa inthe Archa is very difficult especially for a 
form (Balaji of Tirumala). beginner and it is for this reason 
that Sri Sankara recommends 
meditation on the Saguna aspect 
In Sri Ramanuja's view Brahman of Brahman initially as even this can, 
with personal form is full of _ in his view, lead to release in course 
auspicious qualities devoid of any оѓ time called Krama Mukti. In the 
blemishes. For the theistic very first verse of Chapter XII: of 
philosophers, Brahman possesses Gita, Arjuna like all of us, asks the 
all perfect attributes with an identity Lord the following: question: 
of its own without even a semblance “The devotees exclusively and 
of imperfection. It cannot, therefore, constantly devoted to you in the 
be formless and should have a manner stated earlier (Chapter XI) 
divine and blissful personal form of adore you as possessed of form 
| is own. The goodness represents and attributes and those who adore 
he divine and noble aspects of as the Supreme Reality only the 


Auspicious Qualities 
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indescribable unmanifest Brahman 
— of these two types of worshippers 
who are the best knowers of Yoga?" 
The Lord replies that both of them 
reach the same goal and adds that 
meditation on the formless Brahman 
is difficult in the embodied state. 
The formless is one only and 
there can be no controversy about 
this aspect of Brahman. The forms, 
can, however, be many such as 
male and female, human and 
animal, young and old etc.., and 
so among the variety of forms of 
diverse kinds which form can be 
treated as the form of Brahman? 
This question is such that even the 
wisest can find it difficult to answer. 
When the Lord assumes, human 
form during his incarnations 
(Avatara), many are unable to 
recognise Him and the Lord Himself 
Says in Verse 2 of Chapter X of 
Gita. 
eae uA 
P secret of my birth; 
EGG eO NE самае іп all 
SEES well as the great 
a А sages аге unable 
£ e human form of Lord 
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what about we poor mortals? How 
can we know the correct nature of 
Brahman? The reply to this question 
is provided in the very third aphorism 
of the Vedanta Sutras which says 
"Sastharyonitvat" i.e., knowledge of 
Brahman can be acquired only from 
the scriptures. The Vedas, 
Upanishads, Itihasas, Puranas and 
Agamas provide a wealth of 
information on the nature of 
Brahman and throw enormous light 
on the goal to be achieved and the 
means by which the same can be 
achieved. 

Svadhyaya or study of scriptures 
for gaining intellectual conviction 15 
advocated under the guidance of 
a proper Guru. Seekers after Truth 
o take up meditation in 
all seriousness would, therefore, do 
well to ponder over the upanishads 
and Gita passages, and decide for 
themselves what fe Dh 

iritual discipline) they Н 
3 e ut ore in mind the views 
of various Acharyas 


who want t 


of Brahman expressed B. 
commentaries on the Ve 
Sutras. 


aad 


SR SR SR А 
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Central Office: “Shivgiri’, 1st Floor, Plot No. 11, 
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Growth has been the way of life at the Bharat Co-operative Bank Limited-one of the fast growing Urban 
Co-operative Banks. Growing beyond the criterion to become a Scheduled Bank. The Deposits of the Bharat 
Co-operative Bank Limited stood at over Rs. 167 crores as on 31.03.1996. This has been possible with the 
support ofthe people, Growth built on the Key-stone of 
personalised attention and Sim sab: 
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N the Vedic Age, sons were 
distinctly preferred to daughy? 

~ ters, but daughters were nei- 
ther neglected. nor looked down 
upon. ey were educated and 
often attained high intellectual emi- 
nence. Itis well known that many 
| hymns, even of the Rig-Veda, were 
composed by women like Visva- 
vara, Ghosa, and Apala. Even in 
later ages, there were distinguish- 
| ed. scholars like Maitreyi and 
Gargi who took a prominent part 
in the philosophical discussions at 
the court of King Janaka of Videha. 


Women inarried late and enjoyed 
| considerable freedom of choice in 
| Selecting their husbands. Mothers 
are described in the Rig-Veda as 
dressing their daughters well, so 
that they may win Sweethearts at 
lestive gatherings, 

There were very 


few restriction 
on marriage, З У 


ister marriages were 

Teg: hi 
nu UE In the Satapa- 
EA mana, however, marriage 
a gations of tnree or four 
nus dE Prohibited. But still at 
ER Se caste restrictions 
NE. e iy being nardened, wo- 
choosin Jeved' great freedom in 
ioe their husbands. Thus, 
fce center of Kshatriya 
Rae Married Chyavana, a 

5 text 
rye 
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WOMEN IN ANCIENT INDIA 
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No excessive emphasis was laid 
on physical chastity as in later 
days: Divorce was not unknown, 
and women could be married a 
second time in specific circumstan- 
ces. The system of ievirat was 
also common. Eve casional 
moral lapses of married women 
were condoned by society. Unmar- 
ried daughters, like Ghosa and 
others, had the right to inherit- 
ance. 


A profound change took place 
during the long interval between 
the Vedic Age and the close of the 
Hi period. Vedic studies came 
to be forbidden to women, and they 
were not even permitted to hear 
the recitation of the Vedas. They 
were practically denied all higher 
education. The idea of a learned 
ауа inconceivable to Shan- 

1 3! While explainin 
epithet ‘Pandita’ c n p. gii 
in an Upanishad, the great scholar 
Seriously argues that here “Pandita 
can only mean skilled in household 
management, for all higher learn- 
AG is denied to women. Asahaya, 
5 eee of Narada Samhita, 
e the inferior position of 
9) оп the ground that they 

mot entitled to read scriptures. 

AS wom 


Vedas, то d not study the 


eir participation i А 
fi Ч pation in É 
m d at first a mares 
together Was-then forbidden al- 
Were alls со Some time, they 
ous ees to perform the vari- 
tras. L ments without Viste aure 
ater, even this was stopped, 
as argued that marriage in 
JUNE 30, 4 Sus 3 


ere 


+ denial of higher education to girls 


= or 
ONSE 
) t 
7 88 
the case of women was equivalent 1 
to their Upanayana. ; 
The principal cause of this de- 


gradation was the introduction of 
It was 


early marriage of pho 

thought dangerous to society if 
girls were not married at a very 
early age. Early marriage meant 





and of the right to choose deu | 

or assert their rights as wives after 

marriage. a Mi | 
The Mahabhart prescribes that 

a man of thirty should marry à | 

girl of ten, and a man of twenty- 

one, a girl of seven years. Nor- 


mally, marriage Was made obliga- | 


tory; divorce and remarriage Were 
ingle mo- 


forbidden; and even a si |; 
ral lapse on the part of a woman |o 
meant ruin. These ideas are 
meant 1 


also i DIES for the growth of 


the Sati rite. 
Manu looks Чро 
class of the UT 
character (IX. 1417). 
reason, Manu prescribes that a Wo 


man must be always dependent a 
her father, in early ui on ee 















well guar Е 
would go ray’ У 9 
Ма implicit ope Ў 
ЕБЕ Gate death as the ОУ — 
= DT ara ie 6) 
0: e : EUH 
AA be destitute of Yi > 
seeks pleasure elsewh 3 
band must be worship? 
The wife Е 
a 250 owing disrespect e i 
a bad husband ( С 


57 9). 

































enjoyed the 


band may discard the wife on vari- 
ous grounds (IX, 72, 73, 80, 81). But 
if, being superseded, she 


departs 
from her husband's house in anger, 


she is to be punished by being con- 


fined or caned, and may even be 
cast off (IX. 83). 

But the husband had no corres- 
ponding duty towards the wife. As 
soon as a wife died, he could marry 
again (V. 168). 

The position of wife, as laid down 


by Manu, gradually became the 


cherished ideal, and played a do- 


minant role in shaping the life of 


women in ancient India. 


In this period, however, a mar- 


ried woman had the special pri 
lege of having exclusive rights over 
her Stridhana. A man could marry 
any number of wives, but he 


had to make proportionate compen- 


sation to, and provide adequate 
means of subsistence for all the 


* wives. 42 е^ 


As stated by autilya, women 
right to divorce and 


.. remarriage. Though wedlocks of 
the four approved kinds, viz. 
Brahma, Daiva, Ртајараіуа, and 


Arsa could not be dissolved, other 
— forms of marriage could be declar- 


ed null and void, when both the 


husband and wife mutually con- 


sented to separate. Kautilya states: 


"qf a husband either is of bad cha- 


racter, or is long gone abroad, or 
has become traitor to his king, or 


his wife, or has fallen from his 
sete. or has lost virility, he may be 
d by his wife" (III. 2). 


A 


js likely to endanger the life of 


As regards remarriage, a child- 
tass widow was expected to marry 
“he brother next in age to her de- 
ceased husband or any of his rela- 
tions, as may be thought proper by 
ner father-in-law. She could, of 
course, marry any other person of 
her choice, but, in that case, she 
had to lose whatever she had ге- 
ceived from her father-in-law and 
her husband. 


The degradation of women’s 
status was not the deliberate 
doing of any individual or class 
of persons. The idea.of inherent 
Save been prevalent among dif- 

јуегеп« societies all over the world. 

‘Gradually, with the development of 
kn ascetic view of life, the idea of 
хгоћап as an object of enjoyment 
and hence a source of moral de- 
pravity was prevalent in different 
Societies from early days. Even the 
great Buddha held the view. Kali- 
dasa, while expressing noble senti- 
ments about the position of wife 
in the section, Aja-vilapa, says that 
a wife, after all, was the object of 
enjoyment alone. (Raghuvamsa Ш. 
67: XIV. 35). (2-54 № 


. It must, however, be added that, 
in India, women adapted themsel- 
ves marvellously to the new condi- 
tion, and the result was the growth 
of a new type of selfless, hardy, en 
during, and faithful wives and lov- 


as mothers of high moral charac 
el 


The tradition of a great culture 
does not die. And, therefore, in ап: 
cient Indian literature, we find libe- 
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ral views about wom expressed 
by later authors suchéas Varahami- 
hira. Sanskrit literature {replete 


with romantic descriptions of Sva-' 


yamvaras of princesses. Sita and 
Draupadi both got their husbands 
in Svayamvara. Savitri, Sakuntala, 
and Damayanti had their wedlocks 
in the Gandharva form of mar- 
riage. Indeed, Vatsyayana, whose 
Kama-Sutra may be taken to depict 
a more or less genuine picture of 
contemporary Society (circa fifth 
century A.D.), prefers Gandharva 
form of marriage to all others. 
Surely, none but a grown-up girl 
could make love with man. Thus, 
what we find in practice does not 
always tally with the ideal set 
forth by the Smritikaras. 


'Thus, in the time of the Buddha, 
we find women saints who attain- 
ed arahatship. Some of them, like 
Mahapajapati Gotami, the Buddha's 


. aunt, Tissa, Abhirupananda, Mitta, 


and Sundari Nanda composed songs 
which were later on com e in 
the Theri Gatha. 3 PEL 


Women also played a prominent 
part in the spread of Jainism. Some 
of them became nuns and e 
attained Kaivalya. Thus. we find 
the five daughters of King Chetaka 
of Videha viz. Prabhavati Padma- 
vati, Mrigavati, Siva, and Cellana, 
married respectively to Udayana 
of Sindhu-Sauvira, King Dadhiva- 
hana of Campa, King Satanika of 





Kausambi, King Canda Pradyota of 
Avanti, and King Bimbisara of Ma- 
gadha, paved the way for Jaina in- 
fluence in their respective territo- 
ries. Candana, daughter of Padma- 
vati “and Dadhivahana, was the 
first Jaina nun. Later on Mrigavati 
also was permitted by Pradyota of 
Avanti, after the death of her hus- 
band, to become a nun, at the re- 
quest of Mahavira. 


The high position of woman as 
mother is extolled in the saying 
Janani Janmabhumisca Svargadapi 
Gariyasi. Women, in ancient India, 
were also venerated for their 
beauty and other accomplishments, 
such as skill in fine arts. Amba- 
pali was honoured as a Stri-ratna 
by the Vaisali Assembly and grant- 
ed five special privileges. 


No country in the world, except 
Athens, probably, has shown so 
much veneration for the courtesans. 
Courtesans are described as profi- 
cient in all the sixty-four Kalas in 
Vatsyayana's Kama-Sutra. 


We also hear of great women 
statesmen in ancient. India. Naya; 
nika, wife of Satavahana Krishna, 
and Prabhavati Gupta, daughter of 
Emperor Chandra Gupta II and 
wife of Vakataka Rudrasena IT act- 
ed as regents during the minority 
of their sons. Suryamati and Didda 
are equally famous in the history 
of Kashmir. 





Woman shall be jor ever the womb and the cradle buc 


never the tomb. 
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—Kahlil Gibran. 




















.. VALMIKI RAMAYANA 


З Sundarakanda 





99141 fene UE AT чуң | 
А EN 
TE UNE SI 44 «ўя eg | 
Kapeenaam Kila Laangulamishtam Bhavati 
Bh 
Tadasya Deepyataam Sheeghram Tena ЕНА tu 


“To monkeys the tail indeed is prized ornament. 


Let that be set fire to immediately. With his tai 
blazing, let him go." ois tal 


QT 4644 2041 Waa: Фф. | 
азаб ur Ager 0. nuk. qè- || 
Tasya Тадуасћапат Shrutyaa Raaksh; 
a asaa Ki 
Veshtayanti Sma Laangoolam Jeernajh tup a 
- Hearing his words, the R 
akshasas cruel th 
rd ro 
wrath, wrapped up his tail with torn pieces of ud 
cloth. ; | Sof cotton 











TAAT TATA 45174 TAMAT | He 
Tailena Parishichyaatha Te-gnim Tatraabhyapaatayan | 
And bathing it with oil, they set fire to it. 


AA чиста Te XE тет 6484: | 

Weald GEEA 2T sj: yid У Г: || 
Laangoolam Sampradeeptam Tad Drashtum Tasya Hanumatah | | | 
Sahastreebaalavruddhascha Јаттић Preetaa Nishaacharaah | | 


Seeing the tail of Hanuman in flames, all the ||| 
Rakshasas, young and old, along with the women А 
rejoiced. 





STATA agi cbr: PRA: | || 
SAAS: HAMA li | 
Veekshamaanastato Lankaam Kapih Krutamanorathah 
j Vardhamaanasamutsaahah Kaaryasheshamachintayat Hr 
3 Then, the monkey, looking at Lanka, with his 
desire fulfilled and his enthusiasm heightened, 
reflected on what remained to be done : 








41 Wad таб THEI Ет 841: | 
N ~ ~ + с 
| ame: арта: We SHAT |! 
Vanam Taavat Pramathitam Prakrushtaa Raakshasaa Hataah 
Balaikadeshah Kshapitah Shesham Durgavinaashanam 
| "The wood has been destroyed. The foremost 
Rakshasas have been slain. A portion of the pan 
has been extinguished. What remains is only the 
destruction of the fortress. 
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Our Vedic Seers : 


SAGE AURVA 


Dikshitar 





T. A. V. 


LL the Puranic accounts 
A we “have of the sage Aurva 
are duly impressed by his 
powerful personality, and his 
greatness as a seer of rare powers; 
they are at one in conceding him 
his rightful place in the heirarchy 
of the group of the Seven Sages. 
But where they differ is in the 
period to which to assign him, 
Some maintaining that he belong- 
ed to the Swarochisha Manvan- 
tara, others holding that it was the 
Savarna Manvaniara. 


One of the illustrious scions of 
the Bhrigu race, he had the addi- 
tional distinction of a close and 
intimate association with that 
Ereat sage. The Taittiriya Samhita 
records that, through the grace of 
Sage Atri, he begot many issues. 
The Aitereya Brahmana speaks 


of him in terms of the highest res- 
pect. 


He professed the Bhrigu gotra 
and was a Brahma Rishi. The 
Anusasan Parva of the Mahabha- 
rata, purporting to give a Eeneo- 
logical account of him, mentions 
that he was born to Chyavana and 
his wife, Arushi, the daughter of 
Manu, differing in this particular 
With the Vishnu Dharma version, 
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that he was born to Atmavan and 
Nahushi. It then proceeds to give 
us'a lucid and interesting descrip 
tion of the circumstances attend- 
ing his birth, as  narrated by 
Vasishtha to Sage  Parsurama 
when the latter was about to enter 
on his mission of exterminating 
the Kshatriya race. 

A king, by name Kartaveerya of 
the Haihaya line, of whom the 
Bhrigus were the traditional 
priests, performed a great many 
sacrifices and distributed much 
wealth among his holy priests. In 
course of time, this king and his 
successors, were reduced to penu: 
ry. 

In their desperate need, they 
even resorted to begging of the 
priests to give them the sorely 
needed money. Some of the 
priests helped their king possibly 
through fear; the 
ful amongst them, 
their wealth buried 
of the earth in t 
abodes. 


to pass 

a Shae de destroyed anc 
the hidden treasure brought to 
light. This revelation va too 
much even for the jndulgent kings 
39 


however, had: 
in the bowels 
heir humble 


however, that, 





more resource- 





and they could contain themselves 
no further. From that time, dates 
the great animosity and rivalry 
between the royal descendants on 
the one side, and of the pious fol- 
lowers of Bhrigu on the other. 


The kings vowed to taste blood; 
they would not even spare the 
wombs of the expectant Bhrigu 
women. Terrified out of their vits, 
-nese poor womenfolk repaired to 
the Himalayas. 


On their way thither, one of 
them realising that her pregenan- 
cy rendered her womb the more 
especial target of the pursuers, 
contrived to transfer the progeny 
to her thigh! Somehow, the king 
came to have scent of this. And 
such was the power and so keen 
the insight of the child-to-be. that, 
it easily perceived the danger to 
its life when it came out. So it 
elected to stay in the mother’s 
thighs for the space of a hundred 
years! 


The splendour and radiance of 
the thigh-enclosed child, however 
shone forth in such dazzling brilli. 
ance that the kshatriyas en masse 
became blind in consequence! 
They, therefore, came down on 
“their bended knees and begged of 
the child's forgiveness, which was 
readily shown them. A temporary 
truce ensued. 


The child soon grew into man. 
hood. But he sensed that the 
Haihayas had not quite overcome 
“their traditional enmity towards 
the Bhrigus and to end this соп. 












flict once and for ever, boy Aum 


Started a severe and exacting бе 
cipline of Таразуа. 


He would not abandon it till the 
Sage's own manes had assured him 
that they were responsible for this 
conflict and asked him to desist 
from further penance. 


As part-discharge of his debts t0 
his ancestors, he complied- with 
their wish. He took care to dep 
Sit his castaway anger, all in ê 
heap, in the sea, where we are 
told it still keeps burning deep 
down in her deptns! 


The Padma Puana, howeveh 
comes out with a different expl* 
Nation of the end of he sages 
Penance. It mentions that it W2 
an irate Brahma, piqued by thè 
rigour of Aurya’s penance thi 
threw the sage into the sea, at the 
Confluence of the Saraswati with 
the sea, which was named as Agni 
Teertha. 


The Matsya Purana contains 
an altogether different version 85 
to the birth of the sage АМП“ 
Üruva, the father of Aurva wa 
engaged in fapasya of an extreme 
ly severe type. Even the Devas 
came to witness his remarkable 
Penance. Other sages tried to weal 
Uruva, away from his deep © 
centration and to make him 168 
lise that he should be of the earth, 
Sarthy. They impressed upon him 
ihe advantages and blessednes: 0 
married life, domestic felicity. 210 
Sweet children. But the sage on 
laughed at them and replied “ 
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will produce a child all by myself, 
without a wife but he will be the 
very incarnation of fierceness!" 


So saying, he placed his thighs 
in the .burning fire, and churned 
it with a kusa grass and lo! a son 
was born to him that instant, out 
of his thighs! Hence the name 


ad the thigh-born. The same 
Purana goes on to relate how, not 
Satisfied with this, the sage pro- 
duced another child in the same 
Manner and named her Maya and 
how, when she grew up, she was 
married to Hiranya Kasipu. 


As the sage had predicted, the 
child Aurva was the embodiment 
of fierceness. No sooner was he 
born, than he asked for some food 
to eat. He continued to burn the 
whole world for three days after 
his birth. Lord Brahma felt that it 
was time to cry halt to the child’s 
activities. He, therefore, appeared 
before Urva and assured him that 
a place in the sea would be found 
for the child where he could keep 
his fiery temper. This accounts 
for the presence of the fire in the 
sea, called Badabagni. This Purana 
identifies him with Vishnu, with 
Pralya, fire that causes the total 
annihilation of the world at the 
end of the cosmic cycle, the poi- 
Sonous fire ablaze in the Patala 
and the third eye of Lord Sankara 


etc. ^ 

The Vayu Purana refers to him 
as чтечтиа, а=ҹттә, gadr апа 
424: 
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Among the Puranas that throw 
light on his life and achievements 
аге. the: Matsya, Padma, Linga, 
Narada and Bhagavata, but as has 
already been indicated, they con- 
tain differing versions about him. 


We are told, for instance that 
there was a king named Bahu, rul- 
er of Ayodhya. He was the son of 
Vrika. The Haihayas and Jalgan 
Eas were his traditional and 
sworn enemies. They even suc- 
ceeded in banishing him from his 
own country. Friendless and dis- 
pirited, the king reached sage 
Aurva's hermitage, where he lived 
for some time. In the end, he died. 


His wife, now beside herself 
with grief, wanted to follow her 
husband the sati way by jumping 
into the funeral pyre of the dead 
husband. But Aurva succeeded in 
dissuading her from committing 
Sati, as she was pregnant. The 
child was duly born and the sage 
called him Sagara. He lavished on 
him much care and affection. The 
Sage initiated him in archery. The 
boy became an expert marksman. 
Ultimately, he lived to overthrow 
the Haihayas, Yadavas and the 
Jalgangas. Sage Vasistha crown 
ed him king. At the coronation, 
Aurva was present and blessed 
the king’s wives, Sumati, Kshemi, 
Prabha and Bhanumati with the 
power to beget issues. 

The Bhaghavata Purana relates 
how at the time Parikshit made 


known to the assembled sages the 
weight of the curse under which 


41 


he was smarting, Sage Aurva was 
present in the distinguished as- 
sembly. Richika was the name of 
his son, but in some texts, we find 
the word Richika identified with 
Aurva. 


The Padma Purana locates the 
Madhya Pradesha as the land 
where the sage and his descend- 
ants lived. But the Brahmanda 
Purana says that they lived on the 
banks of the Narmada. The Rama- 
yana says that Aurva was helped 
in many ways by Sage Bhrigu. 


Sage Aurva is credited with the_ 
“perception” of several hymns, 


The Ganesha Purana, makes a 
reference to Sage Aurva. It says 
that a brahmin, named Aurva was 
living in the Malava country. His 
wife’s name was Sumedha and his 
daughter was called Shemuka. In 
due time, the daughter was mar. 
ried to Mandara, son of Dhoumya 
and disciple of Ghaunaka. On the 


daughter’s coming of age, the son- 





in-law visited Aurva’s place with 
a view to taking the bride to his 
house. The couple were returning ` 
when on the way, they fell victims 
to a terrible curse at the hands of 
Bhusundhi at whom they, possibly 
in innocent’ sport, were provoked 
into laughing. They were trans- 
formed into trees in consequence. 
Aurva and Shounaka came to 
know of this curse and forthwith 
made for the place where the trees 
Stood. They were sore and afflict 
ed beyond measure at the fate of 
the young couple. They prayed 
devoutly to Lord Sankara. Aurvà 
got merged into Mandara tree and 
Shami became the fire, encased in | 
the trees. Sage Shounaka took the | 
root of the Mandara tree, hewed 
out of it an idol of Lord Vignesh: 
wara and commenced praying t0 
it. After a time, he got back both 
the lost husband and wife, thus 
relieving them of the fell curse 
Hence the sacredness of the Man- 
dara tree and the partiality 
Lord Ganesha for it. 





—Emerson 
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GOD'S GREATEST GIFT TO ! 
MAN - THE LUNGS 


| 
|| 
Prof. B. M. Hegde l 
all 


[E = mm m m 


od has been kind to man 

to give him two lungs 

Which are considered as 

the greatest gift of God 
to mankind. Lungs not only supply 
the most vital thing for living, oxygen, 
but also give him the capacity to 
Speak without which life is not worth 
living. No philosophic or Scientific 
discussions would have been 
Possible without the lungs. Man 
Would neither be able to laugh nor 
Weep, when sad, but for the lungs, 
Said Dame Margaret Turner- 
Warwick, the former President of 
the Royal College of Physicians of 
London, while delivering the 
Harveian Oration on the 18th of 
October 1994, at the College in 
London, Having done a life time's 
research on the marvels of lung 
diseases, she is best qualified: to 
talk about this Subject. There would 
not have been any history of 
mankind, no drama and no music 
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without the lungs. They, as the 
organs of expression and 
communication, have done a lot for 
human evolution. 

The greatest contempt of the . 
God's gift to man has been the 
introduction of tobacco into this 
world by Sir John Hawkins and Sir 
Walter Raleigh. Their theory was 
that "the brains of all men, Dir. 
naturally cold and wet, all dry an : 
hot things should be good for ud 
King James |, in his Counten а. 
to Tobacco' laments thus, but Eo 
is not only great уапше buta ae 
contempt of the God's ooo gr * 
that a sweetness of man's PER 
being a good gift of God, ie 
be willfully corrupted by an X 
smoke.” He goes on to Sa 
custom lothesome to the d 
to the nose, harmful to mo ae 
dangerous to the Mod ES 
MNA C horrible Stigian 
resem = 
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smoke of the pit that is bottomless.” 
This was written in 1604 and so 
the English was old English. 

On the 13th October 1628, the 
Royal College of Physicians was 
asked by the King to go into the 
problem of tobacco smoking and 
the committee, thus constituted, 
gave the following verdict. “We the 
President and Fellows of ye 
Colledge of Physitians of London 
should assemble our selves ang 
after mature deliberacion certify our 
opinions concerning Tobacco of ye 
growth of England and ‘Irelang 
wither the use thereof as it is now 
usually taken as unwholesome ang 
hurtfull to mens bodys as his 


МЕЛ Pees 













Magesty is informed... And in ош 
opinion is that as it is now usually 
taken it can not be but very 
unwholesome and hurtfull." What à 
Clear statement of facts even in the 
Seventeenth century. Even today the 
politicians have not taken courage 
[0 do something about this great 
contempt of God's greatest gift to 
mankind. 

Three hundred and ninety years 
after the introduction of tobacco into 
this world, the society has not been 
able to get rid of this dangerous 
Stuff There are two reasons why 
the powers that be do not take action 
against tobacco. One, and perhaps 
the most important, is the financial 








E 
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implication and the next, not so 
important, is the belief that one 
should have the individual freedom 
to endanger one's life and health 
with a product which is legally 
marketed, if one so wishes. But the 
danger in the latter is that the young, 
who fall a prey to the 
advertisements, may start a habit 
Which is highly addictive. Society 
has a right to prevent the young 
children from falling a prey, even 
though it does not have the same 
right with adults. 

There is now unequivocal 
evidence that tobacco smoke is 
Strongly associated with lung cancer, 
the commonest cancer in men; and 
also the following other deadly 
diseases of mankind like chronic 
brónchitis, heart diseases, 
emphysema — a really crippling 
dilation of the lung's tiny air spaces, 
making the victim pant for breath 
at the slightest exertion. Now there 
IS Incontrovertible evidence to show 
that passive smoking, sitting with 
a smoker, is as dangerous as direct 
Smoking; especially in infants and 
the unborn child in the womb. 

: | Strongly feel that the main 
eason why even the so called 
educated people fall a prey to this 
danger is the lack of proper 
education of society by the 
responsible people like doctors who 
ave a great obligation to society 
and the next generation to dispel 


JUNE 30, 1996 


the ignorance in the field. How else 
do you explain the remarkable fall 
in cigarette smoking among the 
medical profession? It is now only 
the hard core addict who smokes 
among doctors, as many of them 
have stopped the habit. Do they 
take the same missionary zeal in 
spreading the message of this killer 
habit to the public? The answer is 
a clear no; at best they may casually 
ask the victim to stop the habit and, 
at worst they could: not care less. 
The other reasons are interest 
in commercial exploitation and, 
rarely bravado, as many of the 
commercial advertisements show 
smoking as a sign of manliness, 
heroism and sex appeal. The usual 
boy-girl hoardings are a great hit 
with the tobacco companies. Peer 
pressure may be another reason 
to start the habit while at school 
or college. Some youngsters get a 
kick in challenging death. This is 
shown by the remarkable success 
of the “Death Cigarettes” in London, 
a brand of cigarettes marketed by 
a new company owned by a man 
called, Cunningham, who already 
has a cancer in the lung due to 
i He markets his 
heavy smoking. ane 
brand in a black packet wi 


nd bones picture on it and 

a Ren reads thus "smoke Dess 

and you will certainly die". Г 
catchy slogan has got in ject 

sales in the first six months of its 
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launching among the students and 
youth there. He hopes to make a 
billion before he dies of his cancer. 

То protect this good gift of God 
of our two beautiful lungs, which 
let us communicate with the rest 
of the world, as the saying goes 
“expression maketh man”, Dame 
Margaret Turner-Warwick, has this 
advice to the medical profession 
about their duty to protect these 
gifts of God. Human body has a 
remarkable capacity to adapt to an 
increasingly hostile atmosphere, but 
“The medical profession must 
continually extend scientific 
knowledge to protect and prevent 
human disease and they must foster 
systems to allow this to happen. 
While recognising with humility the 
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limitations of our current knowledge, 
the medical profession must define 
as far as possible what can be done 
to preserve and restore human 
health". Is she not saying what | 
have been doing against all odds? 
Long live mankind on this planet. 
Long live the medical profession as 
well, with its well meaning ethics, 
to help people in distress and also 
to enlighten them on the present 
day knowledge of preventive aspect 
in addition. 
Margaret adds, "If those with 
responsibility and knowledge fail in 
this collaborative trusteeship of 
human health, it would indeed be 
the greatest contempt of God's good 


gifts". maa 
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 Krishnam Vande Jagadgurum — 28 


The Cosmic Form of the Lord - 3 


G. D. Birla 


Krishna's wisdom, his dexterity with words, his courage 
or rather, his fearlessness, his dedication to dharma 
and his intellect which was as sharp as the-edgé 
of a sword, are all to be admired. It is amazing that 
one person could be the storehouse of ail these many 


qualities. TAA ES N 


The news that there was an attempt to imprison him 
did not perturb him in the least. He smiled at Satyaki 
and said “Why! Are you afraid for me? It will not 
be ап easy task to bind me. |. am not alone ! Not 
by any means!” ; 













When ће said that he was not alone Krishna meant 
„not only the power of his arms but he spoke of the 
Strength of dharma which was with him always. He 
ad the strength of wisdom. It 

















as Brahmatejas 

SI because he was a Brahmavit. It Was because of ae 

fe ' NUM M able to amaze the entire hall with 
2 is Vishv. у А 










_ ће had assumed. 


It is immaterial here whether this (s 
P RAD у San Was seen. b 
„the earthly eyes of those aroung him or by the Bower 
__, of the "inner eye" as itis called. The effect was profound: 
d х. 9 ai cani Were frightened at the 
sight while the others felt aw VIS et ine i 
UR. oie ABA Wave Ot faith sweep over 
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We must. consider this phenomenon from the spiritual 
angle, which is the right approach. This entire episode 
holds a lesson for us. It teaches us the truth that 
the power of one's dharma, one's integrity is greater 
ae fharr-mere-physical strength. This-Ts-The core of the 
Vishvaroopa chapter. We should try and gather the 
allegorical meaning of this. Everyone could not see 
the Vishvaroopa but only the gifted few : this means 
that those whose intellect had become dimmed by 
their departure from the path of dharma had lost their 
power to see Truth and they could not see this vision. 
They could not understand the underlying meaning 
of this manifestation: the truth that the entire Universe 
is but the Brahman and Krishna was the Brahman 
as ђе was. а Вгантам "suena 



















Qr Nk 
Bheeshma and the others who saw the Vishvaroopa 
were the intellectuals, and they were able to see truth. 
The Lord gave the power of seeing with the “inner 
eye" to Dhritarashtra which means that he could use 
his thinking if he would. A chance was given to him, 
but he was so frightened to face the truth that he 
wailed: “Please let me be without this power to see 
! | do not want to possess it. | have seen you once 
and | want nothing else." 










This is the truth underlying the Vishvaroopa. Man 
endowed with the spiritual eye can see the great vision. 
‘The man in quest of truth needs must be equipped 
with the required frame of mind to face Truth when 
he gets a chance to see it: realisation of the Truth 
is not easy and it is given but to a few. 
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this will last 
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Of masons, architects 
Over the country, A choise neers all 
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Memoirs of B.K. Birla - 53 


espected Gajanan Bhaiji 
was born in Pilani on 
Sunday, Vaishakha 
Krishna Saptami, Samvat 
1967, corresponding to 1910 A.D. 
He studied in Pilani, and later in 
Bombay. After the death of his 
mother, Gajanan Bhaiji came to 


£ 
: _ JUNE 30, 1996 .... 
7 in > E wu RE У 


Shri Bhaiji Gajananji & Bhabhi 
Shrimati Gopi Devi 
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Calcutta in 1925 or 1926, and stayed 
with Bade Bhaiji f 
In 1929 Gajanan Bhaiji married 
Kumari Gopi Devi, daughter of Shri 
Jamnadasji Malpani, in Jabalpupr. 
The Malpani family was considered 
then to be one of the finest in the 
Marwari community. Five hundred | 
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people comprised the bridegroom's 
barat-party. From Pilani to Jabalpur 
| is а very long journey. Malpaniji 
| made the best possible 
| arrangements [ог them en-route, 


There was a splendid welcome 
at Jabalpur where every 
convenience was provided. 
Glittering lights, pomp, festivity and 
conviviality marked the grand 
occasion. 

Bhaiji did not want to marry so 
young. He objected as much as 
he could. However, no one paid 
any attention to him. They said, "Oh, 
the boys make this kind of objection. 
Give him a little more time - he'll 
get over it.” What happens is what 
God wills. Even after the marriage, 
Bhaiji kept protesting, and some 
years later it became evident to the 
members of the Birla family that 

_ this marriage would not last. 


From his childhood Bhaiji was 
fond of sports. In order to play 
tennis, in 1932-33 he joined a 
number of clubs - Specially South 
Club And Saturday Club, He 
became, in fact, quite Proficient in 
tennis. One year he was adjudged 
. Bengal's best tennis player. But he 
couldn't keep up that top position 
"because he did not give the game 
the time, energy and skill that first- 
rate tennis demands. 





























All kinds of people frequent clubs. 
"Was а Birla boy rich, very 


d 


handsome, with an anglicised style 
of.speaking to boot - these were 
considered great assets in those 
days. He fell into the clutches of 
some undesirable company. 

Respected Baboji and Kakoji got 
wind of this. Naturally, they were 
very upset. The ideals of the Birla 
family. were being  flouted. 
Respected Kakoji tried his best to 
ensure that Bhaiji maintained the 
traditions of the Birla family, but it 
did not work. A definite difference 
of minds showed and slowly, there 
was a hiatus between Bhaiji and 
the rest of us. Bhaiji openly flouted 
what the family stood for — the 
Words of elders had no effect on 
him. He was not prepared to alter 
his life-style in any way. Respected 
Baboji was deeply distressed. 
Finally, it was decided that Bhaiji 
Should be ostracized from the family, 
denied his inheritance and, instead, 
be provided with an allowance of 
Rs. 1000 each month. An agreement 
9n these lines was drawn Чр: 


‘Respected Kakoji summoned Bhaiji 


Showed him the document, and 
asked him to sign it. Bhaiji was about 
25 years old at the time, He read 
9 agreement and, without any 
hesitation, put his signature to it, 
adding that he was not greedy for 
money: “| don't need your wealth; 
| ат ready to renounce it. But | 
will not change my life-style. You 
cannot force me to do that.” 
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A praiseworthy declaration, that. 
It takes Birla bravery to throw away 
a royal inheritance and settle for 
only one thousand rupees a month. 

In 1935 Bhaiji separated from the 
family - he left Birla Park, and went 
to live in a rented house. Gopi 
Bhabhi came from Jabalpur, and 
lived with him for about four years. 
Asha was born in 1937, Ashok in 
1939. That year Bhaiji decided that 
he could no longer stay with Gopi 
Bhabhi. The Birla family circle was 
alarmed — but there was nothing 
it could do. Baboji asked Gopi 
Bhabhi to come to Bombay, and 
treated her as he would a son. She 
was made the sole mistress of Birla 
House with complete charge of 
arrangements in it. 

Respected Baboji had the most 
extraórdinary affection for Gopi 
Bhabhi. He was always thinking 
about her welfare. Should a cold 
breeze blow, he would contact her 
on the phone and advise her to 
wrap herself with a shawl. In the 
heat of summer he would caution 
her not to venture out: "Don't go 
to the kitchen, the fumes will irritate 
your throat." If she had the slightest 
sign of cough or cold, he would have 
doctors see her twice daily, and 
every two hours he himself would 
check on her condition. He would 
daily counsel her on her diet: “Gopa, 
you have a slight sniffle today, don't 
take any sweets" or "Today you have 


JUNE 30, 1996 


a headache, don't eat any fried | 
food." Such concern, such love! 
Bhabhi would at times become 
irritated and upset at such 
unnecessary attention: Anything in 
excess is always undesirable! 
Gajanan Bhaiji lived with great 
hardship on his monthly allowance 
of Rs. 1000. Then came World War 
11, bringing with it inflation — prices 
rose steeply. He. Was faced with 
many problems. The thousand 
rupees of 1935 was worth just five 
hundred now. Bhaiji had, on the 
suggestion of Baboji and Kakoji, 
given up his inheritance in a jiffy. 
He could have fought it out legally 
anc claimed a much larger 
settlement. We should have tied — | 
to appreciate Bhaiji's predicament 
and increased his allowance. We. 
realized this, but only after à few 
years had elapsed. r | 
| always nad a close, loving | 
relationship with Bhaiji. ! used to 
visit him in his Middleton Street flat. 
Tears would fill my eyes when | saw 
the hardships he was having to 
endure, but | was helpless. | 
Suddenly Bhaiji married again == 
Kumari Sumitra Devi, in 1946. 
In 1952-53 Bhai Madhav 
purchased the Mazbat Tea Estate 
and asked Bhaiji to manage it A 
new residence Was arranged for 
Bhaij. After this, Bhaiji’s financial. A 
and psychological conditions. 


improved. 











+, 





For years ihe Birla clan refused 
to accept Bhaiji's second marriage 
and the children from that union. 
Now, gradually, that wall has begun 
to break. Three children were born 
of the second wedlock: two 
daughters — Gita and Anjali; and 
a son Madhukar. Gita married 
Sharad, son of Shri Sohanlal Sanghi 
of Indore. Anjali wedded Pavan, son 
of Shri Puranchandji Sahni. 
Madhukar was born on 29 July, 1959 
| and he married Radhika, daughter 

' of Shri Krishna Dashi, on 26 
-Fevruary, 1982. 

Madhukar has one son Paritosh, 

— and one daughter, Lakshita. 


























Gajanan Bhaiji was a little slap- 
dash in his business activities. He 
id not understand the intricacies 
f accounting. His fondness for high 
“living, for gourmet style food, lavish 
“wining and dining, for song and 
| dance, and for smoking, alienated 

— him from the rest of the Birlas. But 
e was a man of exceptional 
jenerosity, and he had a well- 
_ meaning character. He did not suffer 
à anger, envy and jealousy, and 
| never spoke against the Birla family. 
know how he passed those fifteen 
ears — but not one word ever 


Madhav purchased for him. The two 
of us used to meet once or twice 
every week. Bhaiji opened his heart 
out to me, and sought my advice. 
Respected Chachoji also was fond 
of him, and the sight of Bhaiji’s 
condition saddened him also. 
Chachoji and | were the only two 
among Birla relations — who were 
quite close to Bhaiji. 


The Birla family remained 
opposed to him till the very last. 
| suppose there was no other way 
out, because Gopi Bhabhi had to 
be given due respect and dignity. 
Bhaiji had many weaknesses; but, 
at the same time, he had a large, 
generous, honest and gentle heart. 


Bhaiji's death grieved me deeply. 
A dear brother had departed. 


After Gajanan Bhaiji’s death, my 
relations with his family became 
tenuous. Madhukar was just twelve 
years old. Our life-styles differed 
Widely, and my affection was 
basically for Gajanan Bhaiji. 


Now his weaknesses no. more 
come to my mind, only his good 
Points. To leave a mini-kingdom for 
Just a thousand rupees a month: 
And that too, without the least 
rcd lt takes a man of Gajanan 
PASE calibre to do something so 

ndeniably heroic and dauntless. 


(To be contd.) 
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A Novel of Aesthetic Values 


K.N. Gopalan's Нета“ 


“V.S.R.K. 








t is now more than two years 

since Kunjapur Nigamantha 

Gopalan, the author of the novel 

‘Hema’, passed away. He was 
a brilliant student of metallurgy, 
turned to business and, thanks to 
his business acumen, perseverance 
and industry, was highly successful. 
But Gopalan the man was an 
integrated personality, a lover of all 
good things of life, the fine arts in 
particular. He had besides a logical 
mind which, in no uncertain manner, 
he affirmed by taking a Degree in 
Law and arguing in cases arising 
from his own and of others of the 
business community. Above all, he 
had that precious human gift-the 
gift of creative imagination. That 
imagination, alas, blossomed rather 
late in his life. If only Shri Gopalan 
had started writing early, we would 
have got into that garden of delights 


Hema: A novel by Kunjapur Nigama 
Bhavan, Bombay-400 007. Price Rs. 2 
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called literature long ago — his novel 
is one such garden. But better late 
than never. Perhaps all his life he 
was cultivating that garden privately 
and led us into it when he felt that 
it was time he shared his delights 
with us. An unkind fate snatched 
the gardener away right at the 
moment when he would have felt 
proud of what he had achieved 
through toil and trouble. He passed 
away on April 13, 1994, in Mysore, 
at the age of 70. 

Shri Gopalan was in his late 
sixties when | came in contact with 
him. A common friend introduced 
me to him when he had completed 
his novel, ‘Hema’. He wanted me 
to go through it before it was taken 
up for publication. It was a huge: 
tome in typescript; if the original 
had been published, it would have 
run into a thousand pages and not 
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the 600 that it is now in print. | 
went through the manuscript, partly 
in wonder and admiration and partly 


in despair. | wrote out a four-or five- 


page note suggesting deletions and 
additions, some modifications of the 
plot and, more than anything else, 
reduction to half its size. Shri 
Gopalan showed no annoyance, as 
any other creative writer would have 
done. He patiently revised his 
manuscript probably when he took 
a holiday in Singapore or Hongkong. 
The manuscript was back in my 
hands, its size very much reduced. 
Now, it had to be edited. The matter 


. was typed on thin paper and | had 


some difficulty in going through it 
and vetting it to the best of my 
ability. To my mind, it was not a 
very satisfactory job and yet | did 
what | could. P 

The novel may be briefly 
summarised as follows: Hema, a 
14-year-old girl, is charged with 
the theft of a bundle of jewels 
belonging to the headman of the 
village, Janardan. But before any 
harm could be done to her, she 
is rescued and taken away by à 
masked figure on horse-back. She 
is left in the custody of a dancer 
Pushpavalli, who stays at 
Bangalore along with her daughter, 
Shakuntala the singer. Hema 


'grows up in their midst and 


becomes an accomplished dancer. 
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The village of Hemavati, to which 
Hema belongs, is all agog over the 
disappearance of the girl, the 
daughter of Shankara Sastri, 
Ayurvedic physician and astrologer. 
A dacoit (who was, in fact, a patriot 
who had taken part in the freedom 
struggle) is suspected to have 
abducted Hema. Janardan, the 
village chief, is under pressure from 
the dacoit to give his daughter, 
Prema, in marriage to his son. The 
marriage is held but Janardan loses 
his life in an encounter with the 
dacoit. Janardan’s son, Sudhakar 
swears vengeance. He also loses 
his life later in an encounter. 
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Meanwhile, Hemavati gets a 
temple complex and a music centre, 
thanks to the munificence of Satya 
Prakash Gupta, local merchant and 
landlord. The moving spirit behind 
this cultural upsurge. in Hemavati 
is Krishnan Namboodiri, a fine 
musician and a great teacher. Hema 
and her protectors make a sudden 
visit to. Hemavati. There is a happy 
family re-union and the village 
heaves a sigh of relief. 

There are four other characters 
who supply new strands to the 
expanding web of fiction. These are 
a barrister (Siva Prasad), his 
divorced English wife (Elizabeth), 
his second wife (Anasuya; doctor) 
and a painter, sculptor and 
—connoisseur of arts (Peter). Dr. 
Anasuya dies, leaving a child. The 
child is entrusted to the care of 
Elizabeth, who gets reconciled to 
- Siva Prasad, her divorced husband. 
ter is impressed with Hema and 
“she is persuaded to go to England 
by Elizabeth. 

She goes with Peter to his 
country-house (mansion, rather). 



























his paintings and sculptures of her 
| in different poses. She is swept off 
feet by his devotion to her and 
ication to his art, as also his 

iius. They decide to get married 
n || Peter's mother who is 


Peter is persuaded to donate the 
paintings to the Krishna temple (at 
the village) and send them in a crate 
by a chartered plane, accompanied 
by his mother and Elizabeth. The 
yound couple decide to go first in 
a passenger plane. Alas! their plane 
crashes on the Alps in Switzerland, 
with not a trace of their bodies. 

Everyone at Hemavati is shocked 
by the tragedy too deep for tears. 
Her father would spend sleepless 
nights, remembering his daughter's 
oft — sung musical composition. 

This Earth, This Ether, 

This Wind, This Water, 

This Fire, these five enduring elements 

We do not know who created them 

But we do know that they 

React differently in people and places, 

Some to create wonders, 

Many to produce disasters. 

The book was published after he 
had passed away. He could only 
have a look at the first bound 
volume. 

What kind of a novel is 'Hema'? 
Is it a novel of romance, of 
adventure, of mystery, of social 
reform, and of such other 
categories, into which fiction is 
classified? To my mind, it is difficult 
ie affix this or that label to this novel. 
ee ae rendu, who is a good 
iano erature, has summed 

views thus: “The novel is 
a Masterpiece of creative 
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imagination, careful planning, along 
with an admirable absorption of the 
different elements of Indian culture, 
good, bad and indifferent, as also 
a balanced and discriminating 
appreciation of British culture and 
fruitful encounter between the two. 
It is just possible that as the author 
began to lose his eyesight towards 
the last years of his life (1987 to 
be exact) his poetic imagination and 
philosophical insight began to get 
sharper and deeper. But the novel 
is realistic, rather than didactic; it 
is a work of art, not a philosophical 
discourse, a treatise on dance and 
music, It is a sumptuous novel, in 
every sense, depicting the socio- 
cultural milieu of the countryside, 
but not entirely cut off from the city 
and the world outside. With all the 
wealth of material presented here, 
it remains eminently readable. A 
major contribution to Indian writing 
in English, its careful study is bound 
to be rewarding’. 

Has the novel a story? It hasn't 
in the sense of that it can be told 
to another after dinner. Does it have 
a plot? Yes, in the sense in which 
E.M. Forster uses the term: "The 
plot is an organism of higher type 
than a story; the story, besides 
saying one thing after another, adds 
something because of its connection 
with a voice". But, then, is the plot 
in ‘Hema’ organically connected? 
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It is difficult to give a straight answer 
but, as one moves from episode 
to episode, one does get at the 
linkages - from the scorpion episode 
with which the novel begins to the 
explosion on the Alps, snuffing out 
the life of the heroine. But, is Hema 
ihe heroine? Are there not a few 
others, for instance, Savitri and 
Pushpavalli who can also be looked 
upon as heroines? Who is the hero? 
The dacoit, Krishnan Nambudiri, 
Prabhakar, Sudhakar and so on? 
The plot, as Dr. K. Krishnamoorthy 
points out in his Preface, more than 
once, is complex. The complexity 
is due to the large number of 
characters, 40 named and numerous 
others not named. In such a complex 
is there scope for 
characterisation? The 
characterisation of Krishnan 
Nambudiri stands out — the symbol 
of aesthetic culture that Shri Gopalan 
e novel. The other 
ot so sharply etched. 
Gopalan is nothing 
if not a fine connoisseur of music. 
His love of music and knowledge 
of it in all its subtleties of raga, tala 
and bhava come out vividly in the 
pages of the novel. Not only music, 
Gopalan is quite knowledgeable 
about dance, sculpture, painting and 
architecture. In fact, he himself says: 
“lf life is an art, the values of that 
art which | have set forth need to 


novel, 


characters are n 
It may be said 
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be cherished”. Primarily, it is the 
aesthetic values that he projects. 
In addition, patriotism, friendship, 
sacrifice and such other values also 
find a place. At the same it is not 
just a novel of values. Says Forster: 
"The novel that would express 
values only becomes unintelligible 
- and therefore valueless.” 
| There аге, of course, a few ода 
things about the novel. Hemavati 
4 is а village with horses - пої many 
of us have known such villages in 
the South. The dacoit attends the 
marriage of his son while remaining 
the elusive Scarlet Pimpernel till the 
end. Suspicions are aroused but the 
mystery clings to the person who 
is a patriot in the guise of a dacoit. 
Krishnan Namboodiri not only plans 
for a big centre for music but a 
number of temples to many Gods. 
“Why? Gopalan plays up the man- 
“woman relationship too often and 
little too much. The life of the 
coit's wife is made tragic without 
a any cause. The initial episode of 
| Hema being suspected of theft is 
"not very convincing. Her tragic end 
15 moving but why should she die? 
Hemavati the village is an 
maginary one, like R.K. Narayan's 
gudi. It is not the village of 
kind. (Rampura) that M.N. 




























of a Mysore Village' (Asia Publishing 
House, 1960). It is a village in which 
people cherish aesthetic values. 

The style is simple and single 
sentence paragraphs abound. This 
makes for easy readability. Yet, one 
may, with advantage, skip 
intelligently. 

The novel, it is said, is a product 
of leisurely times. This is only à 
half-truth. There is literally a flood 
of novels all over the world. But 
not all the novels have the 
conventional beginning, middle and 
end. There are novels of all sorts 
- with or without a good story. But 
one is not sure about the kind of 
readership they have. The readers 
are from different strata of society 
and of all sorts and conditions. A 
novel like 'Hema; which deserves 
to be widely read, represents a kind 
of fiction which is neither cheap nor 
high-brow. It depicts, like a Bharata 
Natyam programme, the 
navarasas’, and has an authentic 
touch of Indian sensibility and 
perception. It portrays not the 
poverty of an Indian village, but the 
Values it cherishes. 

The novel lends itself to 
Projection on the small screen. || 
any enterprising producer takes it 


up, ‘Hema’ will reach the homes 
of people. 
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A Short story 


THE DAY OF THE MINISTER 


Dr. P Raja 








anikam couldn't believe 
his ears. He twisted his 
right ear hard. It pained. 
To be doubly sure he 
pinched his left thigh. The pain was 
sharp but he broke into a peal 
of laughter. 
There was no one in the vicinity 
to share his great joy. He shadowed 
his eyes with his hand and looked 
as far as his sunken eyes could 
reach. He found only stray cattle 
grazing and there was no sign of 
any human being moving around. 
He grew restless. He stamped 
his bare foot against the ground 
and raised a cloud of dust. Moving 
close to a tall tamarind tree on one 
side of the road, he leaned against 
it. He locked his fingers behind and 
rested his head. Looking vacantly 
at the distant sky, he said to himself: 
“What a lucky fellow | am! | can't 
even dream of such an opportunity. 
It has come unasked for .... It's all 
because of the new-born, my little 
daughter." 
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Manikam came back to the world 
of reality when he felt someone 
holding his uncovered shoulder and 
shaking him off from his dream. 

“Hm ... what?" Manikam asked. 

In front of him stood a bus 
conductor and behind him a bus, 
its old and worn-out engine still 
purring. 

“Aren't you coming?" asked the 
conductor. 

"Where? ... to the town." 

"No! -.. Not now.” 

"Then why.the dickens are you 
waiting at the bus stop?" So saying 
the conductor blew his whistle and 
got into the bus. As the wheels rolled 
on, Mankiam heard the conductor 
say: "Hei, Useless fellow! The next 
bus will be here after two hours." 

Manikam broke into a guffaw. 
“You khaki-clad monkey! You will 
soon know what a great man | am! 
You call me useless, eh?" He took 
off his dhoti, dusted it hard twice 
and rolled it around his head in the 
form of a turban. His headgear and 
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the loin-cloth were the only piece 
of clothing on him. 

Manikam briskly walked back into 
his village. 

Manikam's neighbours couldn't 
believe their eyes. They were 
strangers to his majestic gait. The 
oldies clutched their chins in 

astonishment and smiled 
mischievously at one another. The 
youngsters made efforts to 
suppress their laughter. The children 
giggled. 

Manikam looked at all of them 
from the corners of his eyes as 
he passed. 

"Hei, Manikam!” an old woman 
pounding betel leaves and nuts in 
her little metal mortar called 
Manikam. "What has happened to 
you today? | have never seen you 
in a turban before! Got a lottery?" 

Manikam stood for a while. His 
arms akimbo, he turned towards 
the old lady and said: "Something 
more than that... you'll soon know... 
| am the only lucky fellow in the 
entire village... You'll soon know." 

“Hei! Say it now. We like to know 
how lucky you are!" demanded the 
old woman. 

*No! Not now. You'll soon know... 
“say in another few minutes. But 
= you will have to wait for three more 
— days to see how lucky | am. Let 
tell the news to my wife first... 
















village." Manikam walked like a king 
entering his court. 

His wife was surprised to see 
him so early. 

"What happened to you? Why 
did your dhoti change its place?" 
she asked with mixed feelings of 
Surprise and anger. 

Manikam stood facing her. 
Twirling up his moustache with both 
his hands, he stared at her. 

"Didn't you go to the town? You 
Said you'd be back only after sun- 
down? And when did you change 
your mind?" 

Manikam kept on smiling. 

Restlessly, she waited for a reply 
from him. 

“I went to the bus stop. And it 
was only there | was told the news... 
I'm the luckiest fellow in the whole 
village. And you too... All because 
of our little daughter. 

Maragatham was unable to make 
out anything from his words. 

“Have patience, Maragatham. 
You'll be all smiles when | break 
the news,” he said. 

“But you are testing my patience,” 
Said Maragatham. 

“Well then! Let me come to the 
point direct. Our village will be 
honoured by the visit of a Central 
Minister,” said Manikam and paused. 

"So what?” Maragatham sounded 
quite pessimistic. 

"He'll be going around our village; 
receiving petitions, personally from 
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individuals. And when he passes by 
our house, you know what he will 
do?" He broke out into a guffaw. 

"What? Is he going to take rest 
on the pyal of our house?" 

"Ha... ha... something more than 
that. Ha... ha... He'll take our babe 
in his hands, and ha... ha... kiss 
her on both the cheeks... ha... ha." 

"So what? Are pearls going to 
Spill out of his mouth when he kisses 
our baby? 

"Pearls! What are pearls? We 
haven't seen even one in our lives. 
And we have no hope of seeing 
one... But remember, when he 
kisses our child many cameras will 
click and on the next day all 
newspapers will carry the 
photograph. Imagine you and | by 
the side of the Central Minister. And 
he being a powerful man the 
photograph will find a place in all 
the newspapers published in the 
world." 

Maragatham was all smiles. “You 
and | in a photograph! And that'll 
come in newspapers!" she danced 
with joy clapping her hands. 

“Yes,” said Manikam in glee, "and 
that too in another three days." 

"Who gave you the news?" 

*Our area M.L.A.'s driver's son's 
friend. He stopped his bicycle at the 
bus stop and conveyed the news 
to me. The M.L.A. will be here any 
time before sun-down. So | came 
back hurrying home.” 
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Maragatham darted out of her 
house. Within an hour the entire 
village woke up to the news of the 
imminent arrival of the all-powerful 
Central Minister. 

*Manikam is really lucky." 

“It's all because of his new-born 
daughter." 

"Manikam and Maragatham are 
reaping what they have sown in their 
previous births.” 

Voices, mostly jealous voices, 
were heard here and there. 

Manikam cradled his baby in the 
crook of his arm and kissed her 
more affectionately than ever. 
Maragatham ran her closed fists 
softly around the baby’s face and 
then pressed it hard against her 
own cheek-bone and made a 
cracking noise. 

"Did you hear?” asked 
Maragatham and continued, “My 
God! What a noisel.. The entire 
village has given my daughter the 
evil eye.” 

To the blessed couple, time 
moved like a lame old man. 

The M.L.A. came surrounded by 
his party-men. The blessed couple 
gave them a very warm welcome. 
While the others stood with their 
arms folded against their chest, the 
M.L.A. sat on the mat spread on 
the pyal of the house. 

“So, Manikam!” the M.L.A. began 
the conversation, “You are very 
happy, aren't you?" 
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“Certainly, Sir... My wife 
too...Who will not be happy as long 
as you are our M.L.A.?” flattered 
Manikam. 

“Well then! Show me the best 
dress you have for your child.” 

Maragatham went inside the 
house, opened her iron trunk, pulled 
out a gown, shuffled back to the 
pyal and showed it to the M.L.A. 

The M.L.A.. pouted his lips and 
pulled a long face on seeing the 
garment, crinkled and soiled. "No! 
Nol... This won't do,” he said. “I'll 
send you a new one by tomorrow. 
Use it on the auspicious day." 

"As you wish, Sir" said 
Maragatham in all humility. 

“PIL also send a leak-proof 
underwear for the child, so that she 
may not soil the minister's dress 
when he showers his kisses on her." 

"Yes! Yes! | too have thought 
about it,” said one of the henchmen. 

“And then... listen... Keep in mind 
what | say. Do not rush to the 
Minister with your child the moment 
you see him. Simply wait outside 
your house. We will direct him to 
you. He will take the child from your 
arms and kiss her. Cameras will 
click. But don't look at those 
machines. Don't try to pose. You 
are only expected to look at the 
Minister with all reverence. You and 
your wife can stand by the side 
of the Minister, but don't go too 
close. He may not like it. Better 
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to keep a respectable distance. 
When he returns your baby to you, 
stretch out both your arms and take 
her cradling in the ctook of your 
arms. See to it that on no account 
the Minister's jibba is stained," the 
M.L.A paused for breath. 

"Manikam! Do you know why your 
daughter is chosen to be kissed by 
the Minister?" asked a henchman. 

"Yes! | think | know." Isn't it 
because my babe is the only 
newborn here in the village? The 
minister may find it difficult to lift 
any grown up child to his chest and 
kiss it..." 

“Well said," agreed the М.А. 
He looked affectionately at Manikam 
a while and then in a pleading tone 
said, "I may need your help, 
Manikam. Will you work for our party 
in the ensuing election which is not 
very far?" 

"Needless to say all these things 
to Manikam. He is not a child... He 
would have guessed it long back," 
said a henchman. 

“Ti... "| definitely," said Manikam 
in all exaltation. "What is this life 
worth if | fail to help the man who 
has made me a respectable one 
in society?" 

While his henchman watched, the 
M.L.A. sipped buttermilk from the 
aluminium tumbler offered by the 
blessed couple. 

Cautioning the couple to Strictly 
adhere to his instructions, the M.L.A. 
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stood up, dusted his back with his 
palm and back of his hand 
alternately, adjusted his full sleeved 
white shirt, put on his dark glasses 
and moved out, with his men 
crowding round him. 

That night the couple didn't have 
a wink of sleep. The image of the 
Minister came and went, only to 
come again. The sound of his kissing 
their babe was heard now and again. 
З The clicking sound of cameras was 
very much in the air, while the 
flashlights came and went in the 
dark. 

The baby slept peacefully without 
disturbing her dreaming parents who 
never in the least knew that life 
would take a different turn by dawn. 

By sunrise, the baby began to 
cry. Maragatham took her out from 
the cloth cradle. She gave a yell 
as if stung by a scorpion. 

"What happened?" Manikam 
asked hurriedly. | 

“The baby has до fever. Му God! 
What wretched neighbours! What 
evil-eyed monsters are these? They 
have given-the child the evil eye. 
Jealous fellows. Let an epidemic 
gouge out their eyes. Let a streak 
of lightening make them grope in 
— darkness forever." 

— “| too have thought of evil eyes. 
| wanted to keep the news a secret. 
But what's the use in keeping such 
- adelightful news to ourselves? Even 
df we hide it from our neighbours, 























will they not cometo know of it 
when the time comes?" 

The baby passed a loose motion. 

The couple turned gloomy. 

They rushed the child to their 
village bus stop, waited restlessly, 
got into the bus after two hours and 
reached the government dispensary 
in the nearby town. 

An hour-long wait in a queue 
made their entry possible into the 
physician's room. 

"Don't crowd here," howled the 
squint-eyed physician, "Let only the 
Sick come in.. Others get lost." 

Maragatham remained while 
Manikam moved out. The physician 
asked a couple of questions and 
without even using his stethoscope 
or feeling the pulse of the mewling 
baby, he said, "Lienteric diarrhoea", 
Scribbled a couple of words on his 
prescription slip and tore it off the 
pad. 

Handing the slip over to the nurse 
Who was standing by his side, he 
motioned Maragatham with a nod 
of his head to follow the nurse. 

The child squealed like a stuck 
PIg as the nurse injected the 
prescribed serum. 

By the time the couple returned 
home, it was evening. Fever and 
diarrhoea were running a race neck 
and neck. 

That night too the couple were 
ee to sleep. Now and then they 
elt the baby's forehead and soles. — 
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There was no sign of the 
temperature coming down. 

Time moved like a tortoise. 
Cicadas tired of their own songs 
went to rest. The cocks crew 
heralding the majestic arrival of the 
sun. Sleep hugged the couple. 

Maragatham woke up with a 
start. It was already morning. She 
shook her husband off his slumber. 

Through the window they saw 
the party flags hoisted here and 
there. Papers of different colours 
cut into a wide variety of shapes 
and sizes with one end pasted to 
long strings and running from tree 
to tree. The entire village wore 
festive look. 

People were seen moving around 
busily. 

Manikam hurried out of his 
house, buttonholed the first person 
he hit upon and asked: "When is 
the Minister expected here?" 

"Any time before noon," he 
replied and didn't wait there for the 
next question. 

Manikam rushed back into the 
house and asked his wife: "How is 
the child now, Maragatham?" 

"I think she is better... The 
temperature has come down. The 
diarrhoea too has stopped... But 
Still..." 

"Oh! Don't let that worry you, 
Maragatham. God .is great. 
Everything will go on smoothly," so 
Saying he dashed towards the 
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backyard of the house, baled out 
bucketfuls of water from the well 
and washed himself clean. Towelling 
himself haphazardly, he came into 
the house, opened the iron trunk 
and pulled out the best dhoti he 
had and wore it. He pulled out a 
neat and clean towel, and ran it 
around his torso. He oiled his hair 
and combed it. Standing in front 
of the mirror hanging from a nail 
on the wall, he looked into itl 
am ready for the show. Now, 
Maragatham, it's time for you to 
get ready. But prepare the baby 
first." | 

Manikam stood outside his house 
watching out for the minister. 

Time moved like an avalanche. 

Suddenly there was a hustle and 
bustle. Manikam guessed. 

“The minister has arrived... the 
minister has arrived, came a hoarse 
voice from a distant corner. It was 
re-echoed by the people pues 

iting the V.I.P.'s arrival. 

Been ran into the house. 
Before he could open his mouth 
to ask if Maragatham was ready, 
he heard her say, “Don't get panicky. 
The baby is also ready. But the shes 
has not yet subsided, E 
temperature is less 


yesterday's." 


«Tomorrow. well take the baby 


to the town, a little far away, and 
consult a better doctor. But now is 
the time to stand outside the hut 
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along with the crowd thai has 
already collected there." 

"You go then... PIL join you in 
another minute," said Maragatham 
huddling the sleeping baby. 

Seconds later, a handle-bar 
moustachioed man came running 
towards the couple and asked: "Are 
you ready?" 

Both of them nodded. 

"Oh, what is this" The child is 
sleeping," said the moustachioed 
fellow, disturbed. 

"So what?" asked Manikam. 

"What do you mean by asking 
me 'So what?' Don't you think that 
it would be discourteous of the 
Minister to disturb a sleeping child?" 

"But the baby is not well... She 
has a fever. Only now — after hours 
of crying she is Sleeping," said 
Maragatham. 

"Till dawn she had diarrhoea too," 
added Manikam. 

“Diarrhoea!” the moustachioed 
fellow looked at the child with his 
mouth agape. "Have you put ihe 
Special underwear on the chiid?" 

"Yes! Yes! Look for yourself. Sne 
Will not make a nuisance of herself 
on the Minister.” 

"Good! Very good!... But at all 
Cost the child must be awake. Wake 
her up.” The man’s voice was 
commanding. 

Maragatham tried to shake the 
baby out of her sleep. There was 
no use. She tried again. The babe 
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moved her head from left to right, 
breathed heavily and continued to 
sleep. She tried again. 

“Long live our Minister for 
Distilleries and Health... Long live...” 
Slogans were rending the air. 

“Hurry up... hurry up... The 
Minister is on his way," pestered 
the man. 

“lve tried my level best... But 
the baby is fast asleep,” said 
Maragathain. 

Loosing his patience, the fellow 
dug his sturdy forefinger and thumb 
deep into the thigh of the babe and 
iwirled the flesh up. 

The baby screeched. 

“Oh! What have you done? What 
a fool are you? Manikam yelled while 
his wife gnashed her teeth in anger, 
“She may not stop crying for hours 
at a stretch.” 

“All for the good,” commented 
the moustachioed fellow very 
jubilantly. “How realistic it will be 
when the Minister takes the weeping 
child and kisses her soothingly, 
consolingly! People who view it on 
the television will speak highly of 
the Minister. Newspapers that 
publish the photograph will havea 
news item under a catchy heading: 
‘Soft-hearted Minister soothens a 
weeping child’. It will be very 
natural.” Saying so, the fellow 
slipped away to join the slogan- 
shouters. 
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The child continued to weep. 

The Minister came surrounded 
by the M.L.A. and his men, police- 
officials and administrative officers. 
The T.V. crew was extremely busy. 
Photographers now and then clicked 
their cameras. They shuffled their 
way towards the crowd. 

Halting at a distance from the 
crowd, the Minister whispered into 
the M.L.A.’s ear: "Is that the baby 
| am expected to take in my arms 
and kiss?" 

The M.L.A. similingly nodded. 

“Are you sure? Am | to take that 
weeping brat with a running nose 
in my arms?" 

д “Yes, Sir! That's the only babe 
= available here... That's why...” said 
E the M.L.A. scratching the back of 
> his neck. 

З “You should have brought а 
d better-looking baby ‘from 
somewhere, if one such is not 
available here.” 

“Sorry, Sir! Such an idea didn’t 
strike me... | may kindly be 
pardoned this time.” 

“Well! Well! If my fate wills so, 
so let it be.” The Minister staggered 
his way towards Maragatham. 

“Oh, dear! No, no, no. Don't 
weep, my darling,” said the Minister 
in a pleading tone. He took the baby 
from the hands of Maragatham and 
said: “No one shoud weep so long 
s | am a Minister." 















The crowd cheered and repeated 
the slogans: "Long live the Minister... 
The Saviour with a mission to 
remove poverty." Manikam and 
Maragatham were grinning, as the 
T.V. camera swung into action. 

The child raised its cry as she 
found herself in a stranger's hands. 

“If you don't stop crying, I'll resign 
my ministership," he said jovially. 

Manikam nudged his wife who 
was looking at the camera and 
motioned her to look at the Minister 
and the child. 

The Minister lifted the baby above 
his head. Cajoling her he brought 
her down slowly against his lips 
when he let out a long belch. The 
stench of country liquor was 
unmistakable. 

The weeping baby, too, twitched 
her nose and in another unexpected 
moment puked at the face of the 
Minister. 

While Manikam pulled his tow! 
to mop the Minister's face, the latter 
let his hands off the baby which 
fell with a thud on the stony floor. 

Maragatham bent down to pick 
up the fallen baby. 

Manikam, in a fit. of rage, ran 
his towl round the neck of the | 
Minister and to everyone's surprise | 
and horror rained blows on his 
cheeks till a police officer elbowed — 
his way into the crowd pulled | 
Manikam ош by his hair. 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 





Everyone stood numb, exceptfor a cloud of dust. 
the photographers and the T.V. An hour before dusk two police 
cameramen. constables were seen waiting at the 
It took several seconds for the village bus stop. With them was 
Minister to regain his stature. found Manikam, his hands cuffed. 


Burning with shame he rushed to The morning newspapers 
his car parked at a distance. His published a photograph with the 
men ran after him. caption." 

The engines of the vehicles “MADMAN MANHANDLES 


f roared and soon disappeared into MINISTER” 
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| Vivekananda The Great 
Spiritual Teacher: Compiled by 
Swami Bodhasarananda 
Publisher: Advaita Ashrama, 5 
Delhi Entally Road, Calcutia-14, 
1995. Pp. 587; Rs. 75/- 


What makes a person a spiritual 
teacher? And not only a spiritual 


teacher-a great spiritual teacher? 
And what iS T abon Swami 
Vivekananda that makes him a 
great spiritual teacher? The 
obvious answer would be his 
Spiritual realizations. But other 
great saints have had such spiritual 
| experiences and yet have not 
| become world famous or made the 
| kind ог impact that Swamiji did. 
In his article ‘Vivekananda: The 
Embodiment of Guru-Power,’ 
included in Vivekanada the Great 
Spiritual Teacher, Swami 
Tadrupanada says that the answer 
comes from Ramakrishna: Swamiji 
was born with a divine mission. 
What that mission was, how 
Swamiji fulfilled it, and how he lived 
his life-these are some of the 
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subjects of the thirty-nine articles 
in this volume. 

When a spiritual teacher has 
a mission, he also has a message. 
Swamijis message is the subject | 
of several articles in this volume, | 
Though Swamijis message was | 
based on Advaita Vedanta, it was | 
given in two different forms, as | 


VIVEKANANDA | 
GREAT SPIRITUAL TEACHER Í 
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— C. Rajagopalachari 
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Swami Pavitrananda points out in 
‘The Message of Vivekananda: A 
Rethinking'. To the people of India 
‘his lectures from Colombo toAlmora 
and his fiery letters asking people 
to dedicate their lives to the cause 


of India contain the essence of his 
message. To them, he was more 





an awakener of India than an 
awakener of souls.’ But to those 
living outside India, Swamiji's 
message seemed different in 
different contexts, because the 


needs of the people were different., 


Swami Adiswarananda and 

Swami  Atulananda focus on 
Swamiji's message to the West in 

their articles. But has Swamiji's 
message made any impact? As 
Swami Adiswarananda says: 'Since 

the time of Vivekananda, Vedanta 

has silently but surely influenced 

the thought currents of the world, 

and built a consensus of amity 

| among all branches of human 
| knowledge... today the religions are 
in a process of continuous dialogue. 

| The voice of Vedanta can be heard 
| in such movements as "Save the 
Planet', "Conserve the Forests", 
Preserve the Ozone Layer", "Stop 
cruelty to Animals", “One World, One 
“amily”, and others. At the present 
те, there is more consciousness 
f world unity than ever before.” 
Towards the end of the book, 
Several articles-by Swami 
Ananyananda, Swami 
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Chidatmananda,  Jyotiprasad 
Banerjee, Prof. Sudhansu Bimal 
Mookherji, and others-focus on 
Swamiji's message in the Indian 
context, such as his ideas on how 
to educate and uplift women and 
the masses. Was Swamiji a 
socialist? This is discussed in 
articles by Swami Vireswarananda, 
Swami Gambhirananda, and Dr. Y. 
Chelysev. 

What contributions did Swamiji 
make to Indian and world thought? 
One of his greatest contributions, 
according to Swami Lokeswarananda, 
was his 'New Orientation of 
Monasticism’. By creating a new 
Order of monks, Swamiji has given 
monasticism a new meaning, а new 
dimension-a new dignity.’ According 
to D.C. Das, Swamiji's idea of 
service and worship of God in 
human beings is another of his 

ontributions. 

Dr. Roma Chaudhuri raises the- 
stions: ‘What form of spirituality 
Swamiji] teach? What system 
igion, and ethics? 
his place in Indian 
if Advaita Vedanta 
was the basis of Swamiji's message, 
what were his views on 'Brahman, 
jiva, jagat, their relation, and moksha 
and sadhana’? Similar issues are 
discussed in Swami Tapasyananda's 
'Vivekananda's Contribution to 
Vedantic Thought,’ while Swami 
Bhajanananda concentrates on 


que: 
did [ 
of philosophy, rel 
What, in short, 15 
philosophy? And 
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“Swamiji and the Moral Ideal,’ 
comparing Eastern and Western 
ideas on sin and morality, and 
redemption versus liberation. 

Did Swamiji believe in Appayya 
Dikshita's doctrine of Sarvamukti, 
or 'universal liberation' (that is, 

“individual liberation is not the real 
and perfect form of liberation, but 
universal and collective liberation is 
true Mukti.’)? What were his views 
on Buddha and Buddhism? These 
are questions discussed in Swami 
Atmarupananda's article, 
'Vivekananda and the Bodhisattva 
Ideal (and also briefly discussed 
in Swami Tapasyanandass article see 
above). 

In the second chapter of 
Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna asks Sri 
Krishna: ‘What is the description of 
a man of steady wisdom? How does 
he speak? How does he sit? How 
does he move about?' How fortunate 

- we would be if we had Christ or 
Buddha or Ramakrishna or Swami 
Vivekananda on video. We have 
their words, and that is very 
important, but what were they like? 
Many people think saints and holy 
people are sombre and antisocial. 
Did Christ laugh? Most likely a lot, 
He said some very humorous things. 
(Can you imagine having ‘a beam 
in your eye’?) = 

5 So what was Swanmiji like? Did 
he laugh? Did he get angry? Did 


_ he suffer? Sister Gargi says in her 
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article, 'He had decided likes and 
dislikes-he had a great fondness 
for chocolate ice-cream and 
Tabasco Sauce (presumably not 
logether), and he disliked guavas.' 
Does that seem shocking? Yet it 
is precisely in some of his human 
traits, as Sister Gargi points out, 
that we find him most endearing. 

Other 'Glimpses of Swami 
Vivekananda’, are given by Swami 
Chetanananda. Here we find 
Vivekananda's life saturated with 
incredible spiritual experiences-even 
from his childhood. Yet Swamiji 
Worked so that every one of us might 
have such experiences. Swami 
Chetanananda says, 'Swami 
Vivekananda's last words [before he 
passed away], spoken to a monastic 
disciple who was attending him, 
Were: "Wait and meditate till | call 
you." What a message! 

Many more such jewels lie 
Waiting for the reader to discover 
in the pages of Vivekananda the 
Great Spiritual Teacher, and it would 
be neither fair nor possible to give 
them all out in a review. Other 
notable contributors to the volume 


include Swami Madhavananda, * 


Swami Bhuteshananda, Swami 
Ranganathananda, and Swami 
Atmasthananda. Needless to say, 


this volume is a valuable contribution 
to Vivekananda studies. 


— C. Guenther 
_ BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 


Sanskrit Play Production in 
Ancient India: By Dr. Tarla 
Mehta. Published by Motilal 
Benarasidass Private Lid, Delhi. 
Ist Edition Delhi 1995 being 
Volume V of Performing Arts 
Series. General Editor — Ferlay 
P. Rickmond. Price Rs. 400.00 


Dr. Tarla Mehta was registered 
as a Ph.D. student in Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan under the guidence 
of Proof. Suresh Upadhyaya but as 
prof. Upadhyaya had to go on a 
long leave to Germany she was 
transfered to the Anantacharya 
Indological Reserch Institute. She 
has been associated with Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan very closely and has 
actively participated in its various 
dramatic and cultural activities. 


The present treatise by Dr. Tarla 
Mehta is a revised and expanded 
work of a thesis she had submitted 
j for her Ph.D. Degree of the Bombay 
; University in 1982 from the 
Anantacharya Indological Reserch 
Institute under the guidence of Dr. 

N.A. Deshpande. 


Dr. Tarla mehta has the double 
Bono of being a good 





Sanskritist and an experienced well- 

nown performing artiste being an 

Ё: efficient actress both оп the stage 
and in the films. She has produced 
Sanskrit plays in ancient Indian 
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Dr. Tarla Mehta 





performing style, including children's 
plays. She has received Awards of 
Best Actress from Governments of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat for her 
various performances in a few Indian 
languages as well. 

The present work consists of five 
parts. 

1) Spectator, performance 
and play-house 

2) Rasa, Bhava, Vritti and 
Pravritti 

3) 
Gana and Atodya 

4) Evidence of Survival in 


India, and the South East Asia, 


China and Japan. 
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Abinaya, Dharmis, Svara, 


a 


um 


5)  Visualisations — Schemes 
from eight. Sanskrit Dramas from 
Bhasa to Bhavabhuti i.e. from 200 
B.C. to 800 A.D. 


The first three parts deal in detail 
with the eleven components of 
Natya as stated in the Sangraha 
Shloka cited by the author on P. 
3(i) Rasa—sentiment producing 
pure state of joy (ii) Bhava—inner 
states of being (iii) Abhinaya—Art 
of Communication (iv) Dharmis — 
Practices of performance (v) Vrittis 
— Four styles (vi) Pravrittis — Four 
regional variations (vii, viii, ix) Svara, 
| Gana, Atodya — vocal and 

instrumental music (x) Ranga — 
Play house, (xi) Siddhi — Success 
of production. 


Қ 
3 On a diagram on p.3, the author 
—— has shown the relative importance 
E of these constituents of natya and 
their inter-relation. The detailed 
_ discussion of these constituents is 
based on Sanskrit texts dealing with 
Natya-Shastra. The classified study 
would prove very useful, more 
- particularly to those not conversant 
with these texts. : 


She has pointed out the extent 
to which the ancient Sanskrit stage 
hniques are continued and for 













ew forms from differnt parts of 
ndia was further discussed 





stage with the stage in South East 
Asia, China and Japan. 


In this connection, we may 
expect her to give us in future a 
complete picture of the evolution 
from ancient Sanskrit dramatic 
production to modern stage 


"production. 


In all this highly informative 
discussion, the author's personal 
knowledge and experience as a 
performing Artist have proved very 
useful. 


She has selected eight major 
Sanskrit dramas and with coloured 
plates of illustrations and various 
tables she has described the 
ancient play production in great 
detail and given production notes 
for this purpose. 


On p.404, the author has pointed 
out various practical difficulties in 
ancient Sanskrit play production 
particularly the spectators want of 
cultivated appreciation in ancient 
Natya techniques especially Rasa 
— Bhava —Abhinaya. With all this, 
many Sanskrit dramas have 
Successfully been produced in 
modern times. 

The author deserves our 
compliments for her noteworthy 
contribution and exhaustive study 
of Ancient Sanskrit play production. 


— Mm. J.H DAVE 
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New "Sabhagriha' for 
T Madras Kendra 
Shri Vishwanath Trivedi 
Sabhagriha", with a seating capacity 
of 100, was formally declared open 
on April 19, 1996 at the Madras 
pode of the Bhavan by Shri R. 
enkataraman, former President of 
India. 
T The Sabhagriha is named after 
e father of Shri Bindesh Trivedi, 
a Trustee of Bhavan's New York 
Centre. Shri Bindesh Trivedi made 
at i, donation of Rs. 10 lakhs 
r the construction of the hall when 
he visited Madras in January this 
year, ' 

About 30 persons, mostly 
relatives and friends of Shri Bindesh 
Trivedi, came to Madras all the way 
from the US, the UK, Mumbai and 
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Ahmedabad to attend the inaugural 
function. The party included Shri 
Bhadrasheel Trivedi, elder brother 
of Shri Bindesh Trivedi and his wife, 
Smt. Sudha Trivedi, Shri Rajendra 
Shukla, Trustee of Bhavan's New 
York Centre, Dr. S.S.Malhotra from 
the U.S.A., Shri AH. Thaker and 
Smt. Thaker and an uncle of Shri 
Bindesh Trivedi from Ahmedabad. 

On behalf of the Bhavan, Shri 
Venkataraman presented a 
memento to Shri Bindesh Trivedi 
and family. 

The function began with 


'nadaswaram' by Kalaimamani 
alingam and 


This was followed by. Vedic 
g, cutting the ribbon and 
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Shri R. Venkataraman, former President of India, opening 
ihe ‘Shri Vishwanath Trivedi Sabhagriha’ 





Shri R. Venkataraman, unveils the 


plaque and Photograph 
of Shri Vishwanath Trivedi 5 
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Shri Bindesh Trivedi being garlanded by Shri R 
Venkataraman. Looking on Is smt Sudha Trivedi 
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lighting the lamp by Shri 
Venkataraman. The audience then 
moved to Sri Venkata Auditorium. 

Dr. M. Gopalakrishnan, one of the 
Vice-Chairmen of Bhavan's Madras 
Kendra, welcomed the gathering. He 
also read out a message received 
from Shri M.V. Arunachalam, 
Chairman of the Kendra. 

In his inaugural address, Shri 
Venkataraman said one way of 
alleviating the suffering of the poor 
and the under-privileged was by 
offering donations to institutions, 
whose primary aim was to work for 
the welfare of the society. He said 
the Bhavan had been engaging itself 
in various welfare activities including 
popularisation of the Indian systems 
of medicine. 

Shri C. Subramaniam, President 
of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
esiding over the function, said the 
present turbulence in’ society was 
a global phenomenon and this was 
due to the domination of evil over 
the good. ; 
| MahamahopadhyayaAgnihotram 
_ Ramanuja Tathachariar offered 
| penediction. He lauded the Bharatiya 
а Bhavan for its various activities 
ropagate Indian culture both 
n and outside India. 

r. P.Jayaraman, Executive 























Shri S. Ramakrishnan, Executive 
Secretary and Director General of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 

In his response, Shri 
Bhadrasheel Trivedi said that he and 
other family members were happy 
to be associated with the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan through a donation 
for a Sabhagriha in memory of the 
patriarch of the family. 

Dr. S.V Narasimhan, a member 
of Bhavan's Madras Kendra 
Executive Committee, proposed a 
vote of thanks. 

Two cultural programmes were 
organised by the Bhavan in honour 
of the visiting guests on April 18 
and 19, The first was 
‘Nrithyabharatiyam’ (Dances of 
India) by the trio, sisters Radhika, 
Gayathri; Shobana and artistes of 
Bharata Kalanjali. The second was 
‘Raaga’ (A Carnatic and Western 
musical integration, conceived and 
Presented by Shri T. V Gopala 
krishnan) = 

The proceedings were сотрегеа. 
Бу Smt. Мапо Bhakthavatsalam, 
one of the Joint Associate 


Secretaries of the Bhavan's Madras 
Kendra. 


Raja Veda Kavya Pathasala 
Annual Day Celebrations 
The 454th Annual Day of the Raja 
Veda Kavya Pathasala, 
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Kumbakonam, was celebrated in a 
grand manner on April 29, 1996, 
under the presidentship of Shri M.R. 
Sivaraman, L.A.S., Revenue 
Secretary, Government of India, 
New Delhi. 

The function started with the 
chanting of the Vedas by the 
‘Vidyarthis’ of the Pathasala. This 
was followed by a brief speech in 
Sanskrit and Tamil by Nithya- 
agnihotri, Somayaji Dr. V.R.L. 
Sarma, President, and Treasurer. 

The Pathasala's old student and 
Yajur Veda Adhyapaka, Brahmasri 
R. Raiasekara Sarma, read the 








‘Abhinandanam’ (welcome address) 
in Sanskrit and presented it to the 
Chief Guest. 

Brahmasri V. Ramanatha 
Samavedi, Principal, presented the 
Annual Report of the Pathasala. He 
mentioned that due to paucity of 
funds and lack of accommodation, 
admission in the ensuing academic 
year would be restricted to Sama 
Veda. The Pathasala was spending 
about Rs.1.5 lakhs every month. 
Students were given parental care 
and a homely atmosphere prevailed. 

Students of the Pathasala spoke 
in Sanskrit, Hindi and Tamil. 








SLICE 


Dr.V.R.L Sarma, President 
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а, Treasurer of the Kumbakonam 


i M. R. 
Raja Veda Kavya Pathasala Society, heneng ^ India, 
Sivaraman, 1.A.S, Revenue Secretary, RENE 
With a memento and a shawl on the 454th Annua > 
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Shri Sivaraman stressed the 
importance of learning the Vedas, 
and explained the contribution of 
Eastern and Western scholars to 
Vedic research. He praised the 
functioning of the Pathasala and the 
way the vidyarthis were taken care 
of. ; 
The Pathasala's old Sama Veda 
Student,  Brahmasri ie NA 
Ramakrishna Sastrigal, was also 
honoured by the Chief Guest. 
Twelve vidyarthis who completed 
their respective vedic courses were 
honoured with certificates, shawls 
and cash awards ranging from 
Rs. 5,000/- to Rs. 12,500/-. 

Shri N.Subramanian, Chairman, 
Board of Direct Taxes, Government 
of India (Retd), appreciated the 
Management for successfully 
running the institution despite 
difficulties. 

Brahmasri T. S. Ramaswamy 
Ganapatigal, the Yajur Veda teacher 
of the Pathasala, proposed a vote 
of thanks. 
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“The Central institute of Indian Languages, ag AcE 
assistance for publications in Indian languages to individuals ; 
_ organisations, for purchase of books and for selected pro 

indian languages: Interested individua 
nisations may contact Prof. Omkar N Koul, Cep; 
wages, Manasagangotri, Mysore - 





Noted scholar awarded title 





Shri T. T. Vasudevachariar 





Shri Thattai Vasudevachariar, 
Shiromani, a noted Sanskrit scholar 
of repute in Mumbai, for well over 
five decades, was awarded the title 
of ‘Abhinava Udayanacharya’ in 
recognition of his scholarship by 
His Holiness the 45th Jeer (Pontiff) 
of Sri Ahobila Mutt at a well- 
attended public functio held at Sri 
A enis Mutt Hall, Chembur on May 







uals and voluntary 
motional activities 
15 and voluntary 
l, Central Institute of Indian 
ng e m n] 
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Delhi Kendra 
Environmental Change 


Mr. Claes Nobel, environmentalist 
and descendent of Dr. Alfred Nobel, 
Speaking at the Delhi Kendra of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan on June 4, 
1996, on the eve of World 


Environment Day, said that India 
needed a good and healthy ecology. 
He stressed the need to involve the 
youth, women and the media to 
bring about changes in environment 





а N 
Delhi Kendra. Also seen in the picture is Mrs 
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and thereby ensure a sustainable 
and peaceful society. 

Mr. Claes Nobel is in India to 
finalise the establishment of the 
United Earth Peace University at 
Pune. It is a non-government 
organisation, devoted to the cause 
of promotion of environmental 
leadership and humanitarian 
excellence. 

Shri J. Veeraraghavan, Director, 
Bhavan's Delhi Kendra, proposed a 
vote of thanks. 


4 havan's 
Mr. Claes Nobel speaking at the function organised by А 7 : 
obel. 
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Nagpur Kendra - College of Communication and 
Convocation Management, Nagpur, was held on 

The eleventh convocation of March 19, 1996. 

Bhavan's Bhagwandas Purohit Shri Satish Sahney IPS, 
Commandant-General, Home 
Guards and Director Civil Defence, 
Maharashtra, was the Chief Guest. 
Shri Jal P. Gimi, ex-Vice Chancellor 
of Nagpur University and Executive 
Committee member of the Bhavan, 
Nagpur, presided. 

Shri Sahney said that the qualities 
required of managers were 
commitment, leadership and team- 
work, and a positive attitude of mind. 

Shri Jal P. Gimi, in his presidential 
address, said that success was 


Progressive realisation of a worthy 
ideal. 





















LIH € TILLULDEDH 





Shri Satish Sahney delivering 
the convocation address 
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Shri Satish Sahney handing over the р 
candidate. To his left is Shri T.G.L, Iyer, 





ploma to.a successful 
Director, Nagpur Kendra. | 
атара он а АНЕ 
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K. R. Subbaraman : 
Satabhishekam Celebrated 


The 'Satabhishekam' of Shri K. 16 months and was released on 
R. Subbaraman was celebrated with August 15, 1947, the day of the 
due solemnity and eclat on May 6, country's independence. 


1996 at Kalpati, Palakkad, Kerala. . ~ 
He was with the Khadi and Village 


Shri Subbaraman, an ardent Industries Commission at 
patriot was involved in the Quit India Sevagram, Wardha, as an expert. 
Movement. He was imprisoned for He is credited with the invention 


== 
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: i. 
Shri Subbaraman with his wife Smt. Meenakshi. 
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of the smokeless oven. He served 
on the Khadi Board, Mumbai, for 
22 years till he retired in october, 
1975. 





















Cerebral Palsy (CP) is the result 
of irreverisible damage to certain 
brain cells during foetal stage, 
delivery or first few months after 
birth of a child. One or more limbs 
of the victim of Cerebral Palsy are 
affected and there is exaggerated 

involuntary movement. Speech, 
hearing, vision and intelligence 
тау or may not be affected. 
rebral Palsy is neither hereditary 
or infectious, equally affecting rich 
ind poor, urban and rural 


ler to help the parents of 
Idren, the JJHO of which 
ri Durgaprasadji Mandelia is the 
airman, has agreed to provide 
cessary assistance, financial 
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Shri Subbaraman has been 
taking active interest in schemes 
connected with water conservation, 
ecological balance, disposal of 
sewage etc. in villages. 


Cerebral Palsy 


information Centre Opened 


Kendra, situated in the Bhavan's 
Campus, at Andheri, Mumbai. 


It was in this context that a 
Ganesh Pooja was organised on 
Thursday, the 28th March, 1996, 
being Rama  Navami Day, 
significantly also the anniversary 
of Ghanshyamdasji Birla. 


The Ganesh Puja was 
performed by Shri D.B. Kadam, 
Principal, Bhavan's College and 
Smt. Kadam. 


Dr. Pramod Mehta, a medical 
practitioner of Morbi, Saurashtra, 
has agreed to provide the 
necessary material to the parents 
of such children. He has also 


agreed to train a social worker for 


each such centre who will be 


available for a specified time for 


rovidi 
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АТОМ CENTRE 4 





d d his - 
перат of Bhavan’ si college gandha Rose ЕНИ 
Wife Smt. Kadam performing ‘Ganesh Pooja’. Shri Bha 


is the officiating priest. 
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Vilayannur Sastha Temple 


The Maha Kumbhabhishekam of 


Sri Dharma Sastha Temple, 


Vilayannur, 10 km from Palakkad 
Town, Kerala, was performed with 
religious rites, music concerts, 

























Sastha Temple 












citals and traditional temple 
e Chakyar Koothu from 









The Sastha Temple, nearly 300 
years old, suffered a decline in its 
resources following land reforms in 
Kerala, making the upkeep of the 
temple difficult. In response to an 
appeal by the Grama Devaswom 
Committee, the Vilayannur Welfare 
Association (Bombay)' was formed 
with the aim of ensuring adequate 
funds for the temple. It erected a 
water tank and renovated the 
ancient Sri Durga Parameswari 
Temple of the village. It helped 
perform the first Kumbhabhishekam 
of the Sri Sastha Temple in 1984. 
The recent one was the second. 


The Association had to spend a 
large amount on the 
Kumbhabhishekam. It has expansion 
plans and also intends to implement 
various welfare schemes. 
Contributions to the temple fund may 
be sent to 


Shri. V. V. Ramachandran, 
Vilayannur Welfare Association, 
A-5, Kamalalaya, Bima Vilas 


Co-op. Housing Society Ltd., 
Plot No.10 & 11, 


Chheda Nagar, 
Bombay-400 089 
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Shikshan Bharati Courses for the Gifted Students 


Bhavans Shikshan Bharati is 
making special efforts to identify and 
nurture talent among students from 
our schools. Towards this end, in 
particular, it has arranged an 
Enrichment Programme for students 
of Std IX selected from all Bhavan’s 
Schools spread all over the country. 
The Enrichment programme this 
year (1995-96) was hosted by 
Bhavan’s V.M. Public School, 
Baroda for six days from May 6 
to 11, 1996 in which 26 teachers 
end 80 students from 18 schools 
participated. 

The special feature of the 
programme was the involvement of 
the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science 
education (HBSCE), Mumbai. Hbcse 
and Shikshan Bharati are entering 
into a long term collaboration to 
bring about quality improvement in 
Science and Mathematics 
Education. The Enrichment 
programme can be thought as a 
part of this multifaceted 
Collaboration. Since HBCSE has 
considerable field experience in 
Talent Nurturing, the entire 
academic responsibility of the 
programme was shouldered by 
HBCSE. The focus of this 
programme was on active learning 
by students. The discussions and 
‘JUNE 30, 1996 — 
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activities were framed in such a way 
as to elicit maximum participation 
of the students, Broadly, the 
approach was to initiate the 
discussions at a level of Std IX and 
gradually move towards frontiers in 
Science and Mathematics. There 
were motivated lectures, laboratory 
sessions, discussion sessions, 
problem solving sessions, 
discussions activating Mental Ability 
through Mathematical-Patterns, 
group working assignments and quiz 
sessions, question-answer sessions 
(where students question the 
experts freely to get their doubts 
cleared or to get new information 
on Science of Mathematics) - these 
form the core of the Enrichment 
course. Е 
Another Workshop, specially in 
Mathematics, was organised for a 
period of 10 days in May 22-29, 
1996 at Sardar Patel Engineering 
College, Mumbai in collaboration 
with BARC experts. As many as 
60 students with 16 Mathematics 
teachers from 14 schools attended 
this familiarisation Workshop forthe — 
Olympiads. This camp was m 
inaugurated by Prof. A.M. Vaidya’ 
and the Valedictory lecture was | 


$ 
given by Dr. Arvind Kumar of Homi _ T4 
Bhabha Centre for оо 





х I: 





Education. 

In both these Workshops, 
students have been exposed to non- 
routine problem-solving techniques, 
besides actual participation in 
groups in problem-solving and other 
exercises connected with 
mathematics. The Camps were 
highly productive as seen by the 

- Evaluation/performance reports 
i submitted by the participants and 
as acknowledged by a few 
representatives at the Valedictory 
= Function. 

The students and Schools were 
exhorted to contact the Regional 
Co-ordinators in various States for 
doing the needful partaining to 
RMO/INMO Examinations of NBHM. 
(Report by Shri V. Seshan, Joint 
Director (Academic), Shikshan Bharati) 















Book Releases 
Sribhashyam 


'Sribhashyam', a commentary on 
the Brahmasutras by Sri 
amanujacharya, brought out by the 
lemy of Sanskrit Research, 
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scholar of the Academy. Prof. 
Lakshmithathachar welcomed the 
gathering and introduced Shri J.P. 
Sharma, IAS., Principal Secretary, 
Department of Education, 
Government of India, who presided 
over the function. He also introduced 
Panditaraja N.I. Srinivasa lyengar, 


a stalwart in the field of. 
Visishtadvaita, who gave an 
introductory speech on 
‘Sribhashyam’. 


H.H. Sri Madhavapriya Swamiji 
of Swaminarayan Gurukul, Rajkot, 
released the book. 


In his presidential remarks, Shri 
J.P. Sharma said that many of the 
ideas contained in ‘Sribhashyam’ 
were close to some of the scientific 
theories of modern physics. The 
fuction ended with a vote of thanks 
by Pandit M.A Alwar and 
‘Vedaghosha’. 


English Novel ‘Hema’ 


“Hema”, an English novel of more 
than 600 pages published by the 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, was 
released at a function held at the 
Bangalore. Kendra of the Bhavan, 
on May 24, 1996, Justice Shri M. 
Rama Jois, former Chief Justice of 
Punjab and Haryana, presided. 
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metallurgy, who too to the 
manufacture of stainless steel 
articles at Kandla. Shri Gopalan 
conceived the plot in 1987-88 when 
he had almost lost his eyesight due 
lo diabetes. On partially recovering 
his eyesight, he set to work on the 
novel which he completed over a 
period of three of four years. 


The function was jointly 
Sponsored by the Bhavan and Smt. 
Kamala Gopalan, her son Shri K. 
Madhusudan, daughter and other 
members of-the family. 


Aso 








Justice Shri Rama Jois speaking 
at the release function of ‘Hema’ 
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Smt. Mala Sashikanth 
performing ‘Bharatanatyam’ 
Shri Mathoor Krishnamurti, 
Executive Director of Bhavan's 
Bangalore Kendra, welcomed the 
gathering and indroduced the 
speakers of the Teong: 





of the novel, "Spoke on the merits 
of the novel. (see article сеуле 
іп this issue) 


























second edition of Cow Protection- 
— | Ап Imperative. 


~ Prof. S.K. Ramachandra Rao 
— was the Chief Guest. 


Dr. R. Krishna Murthy, Retd. 
- Head of the Department of Sanskrit, 















Smt. Mala Sashikanth. 


Shri R. Ganesh compered the 
programme. 


The speakers were honoured 
with shawls and fruits by Shri K. 
Madusudan. 


Cow Protection 


The second edition of 'Cow- 
Protection-An Imperative', published 
by the Bombay Sarvodaya 
Friendship Centre, was released by 
Prof. L.M. Bhole of the IIT, Mumbai, 
at a function held at the Central 
Bhavan on June 11, 1996,under 
the auspices of the 'Go-Vigyan 
Bharati’ and Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan. 


The book is a compilation by Shri 
Arun Bhatt and Shri Sarvanarayan 
Das of material on various aspects 
of cow-protection, particularly the 
economic and the ecological. | 
Originally published in Hindi, the 
book is in the form of a dialogue 
between a questioner and an activist 
Working for cow-protection. Vimala 
Thakar, a Sarvodaya leader, says 
in her preface: “The issue of banning 
the slaughter of cow and its progeny | 
Should not be linked with Hinduism 
d with anti-Islam 
It transcends all organised 
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religions. It opens the avenue of Sarvodaya Friendship Centre, 
a new sense of ecology and Friendship Building, Kajupada Pipe 
environmental purity as well as Line Road, Kurla, Bombay-400 072) 
harmony and co-operation among Among those who spoke on the 
the species living on the earth". (The occasion were: Smt. Hansaben, Shri 
book is priced at Rs. 40/- and is  Muzzaffar Hussain, Shri Kantisen 
available from the Bombay С. Shroff and Shri Narendra Dubey. 
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Obituary 
Shri C.V.K. Menon Passes Away 


Shri C. V.K. Menon, who was 
closely associated with Bhavan's 
Kendra, Guntur, passed away on 
April 14, 1996. He was 83. 


Shri Menon was a top executive 
of the Indian Tobacco Company. He 
was deeply religious and was known 
for his generous help to public 


enon 


institutions in the fields of religion 5 смк. M 
and culture. 





RSS Chief Balasaheb Deoras passes away 


Sarsanghchalak of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in Pune 
on June 17, 1996. He was 81. 


Balasaheb succeeded Madhav 
Sadashiv Golwalkar 'Guruji' as the 
third RSS chief on June 5, 1973 
and was at its helm for almost 21 
years before handing over the reins 
to Prof. Rajendra Singh. 


He was a great organiser under 

whom the RSS grew phenomenally. 

: He ardently believed in ‘Bharatiya 

Samskriti' and sought to promote 

- it through the RSS, known for the 

We regret to record the passing. discipline of its members and their 
away of Balasaheb Deoras, former, _ devotion to national ideals. 





















wisis Published by him for the Bharatiya 
Mumbai - 400 007, ot Siddhi Printers, 
iate Editors : K. Subbarayan 
61 4 3634462 


Edited by 5. Ramokrishner | 
Vidya Bhavan, Munshi Sada 
Mumbai - 400 004. Mg; Ed. J. 
and V. Sivaramakrishnan. Pho 
zl: 














GRASIM | 
ISN'T JUST THE WORLD'S 
p" LARGEST 
MANUFACTURER OF 
VISCOSE STAPLE FIBRE | 


t is a multidimensional, mulii-locational megacorporation. 








| 










From rayon grade pulp io high-tenacity viscose staple fibre, 
textiles to chemicals, to cement and fertilisers. R&D for 
unique technologies to engineering and consullancy. 


That's the outstanding corporate performer: Grasim. 


GRASIM 
GRASIM INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
Regd. Office: Birlagram, 456-331 Nagda, Madhya Pradesh 
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And what can be more exciting than a 2,000 yeat old secret? The secret of natures formula for good health and longevity 
visco Turmeric Ayurvedic Cream. To be used any time of the day or night to cure a pimple, а small cut, a burn, prickly heal rash, or to 
lighten tanned skin. And wear it to protect the skin from the harsh sun and poliulion outside. While working on your skin, Vicco Turmeric 
makes your skin fragrant and beautiful. Thanks to the 2,000 year old purely Ayurvedic SEEN 0 medicine. The genuine sandalwood oii if 
it is a fargrant natural cooler, and the turmeric has antiseptic and bleaching properties. This unique combination not only protects the skin 
year round from the elements, but also 
Tevitalises it from within, helping it retain 
that youthful glow. 


TARY AYURU DIC MEDICINE 
gon US eas is LABORATORIES а 
PE aT Dadar, Bombay - 400 014, India. 
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